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Cautionary Statement with Respect to Forward-Looking Statements
Statements made in this report with respect to our current plans, estimates, strategies and beliefs, and other statements that are not historical facts are forward-

looking statements about our future performance. These statements are based on management’s assumptions and beliefs in light of the information currently 

available to it. We caution that a number of important risks and uncertainties could cause actual results to differ materially from those discussed in the forward-

looking statements, and therefore you should not place undue reliance on them. It is not our obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements, 

whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. We disclaim any such obligation. Risks and uncertainties that might affect us include, but are 

not limited to, (i) general economic conditions in our markets, particularly levels of consumer spending; (ii) exchange rates, particularly between the yen and the 

U.S. dollar, euro, and other currencies in which we make signifi cant sales or in which our assets and liabilities are denominated; (iii) our ability to continue to 

design and develop and win acceptance of our products and services, which are offered in highly competitive markets characterized by continual new product 

introductions, rapid developments in technology, severe price competition and subjective and changing consumer preferences; (iv) our ability to successfully 

implement our business strategies; (v) our ability to compete, as well as develop and implement successful sales and distribution strategies, in light of 

technological developments in and affecting our businesses; (vi) our continued ability to devote suffi cient resources to research and development, and capital 

expenditure; (vii) our ability to continuously enhance our brand image; (viii) the success of our joint ventures and alliances; (ix) the success of our business 

restructuring plans; and (x) the outcome of contingencies.

Pioneer Corporation is committed to realizing its group philosophy, “Move the 

Heart and Touch the Soul,” with more people around the world. Ever since its 

founding in 1938 as a speaker manufacturer, Pioneer has brought to market 

various revolutionary electronics products, and marked its 70th anniversary in 

January 2008.

We currently face an extremely challenging business environment. Pioneer is 

thus determined to make a concerted group-wide effort to achieve its newly 

established medium-term management targets so as to meet the expectations of 

all stakeholders.
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Financial Highlights
Pioneer Corporation and Subsidiaries
Years ended March 31

Operating Revenue
(Billions of Yen)

Income (Loss)
(Billions of Yen)

Cash Flows
(Billions of Yen)

-100

-80

20

-60

60

0

40

-40

-20

’04 ’05 ’07’06 ’08
–100

50

–50

100

0

’04 ’05 ’07’06 ’08

■ Operating income (loss) 

■ Net income (loss)

■ Cash flows from operating activities

■ Cash flows from investing activities

● Free cash flows

  (Cash flows from operating activities 

+ Cash flows from investing activities)

Notes: 1. The U.S. dollar amounts in this report represent translations of Japanese yen, for convenience only, at the rate of ¥100=US$1.00 at March 31, 2008.

 2. Operating income (loss) is presented as operating revenue less cost of sales and selling, general and administrative expenses in accordance with 

accounting practices generally accepted in Japan.

In millions of yen and thousands of U.S. dollars, except per share information

Yen  % change U.S. Dollars

2006 2007 2008 2008/2007 2008

Operating revenue ¥754,964 ¥797,102 ¥774,477 –2.8% $7,744,770

Operating income (loss) (16,409) 12,487 10,907 –12.7 109,070 

Loss from continuing operations (85,758) (9,536) (17,992) (179,920)

Net loss (84,986) (6,761) (17,992) (179,920)

Per share of common stock:

Loss from continuing operations (491.66) (54.67) (98.23) (0.98)

Net loss (487.23) (38.76) (98.23) (0.98)

Cash dividends 10.00 10.00 7.50 0.08

Cash fl ows from operating activities 68,329 16,752 22,032 220,320 

Cash fl ows from investing activities (29,759) (16,468) (72,373) (723,730)

Cash fl ows from fi nancing activities (38,551) (21,673) 35,932 (359,320)

Total assets 678,046 635,474 576,116 5,761,160 

Shareholders’ equity 273,250 268,116 247,395 2,473,950 
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To Our Stakeholders

In fiscal 2008, the year ended March 31, 2008, we steadily grew 

revenue in the Car Electronics business, but faced an uphill battle in 

fiercely competitive plasma display markets. Regrettably, we reported a 

large net loss in fiscal 2008. We will strive to generate earnings and 

improve our financial position by ensuring that we restructure our 

display business and by driving further expansion in the Car 

Electronics business and other growth businesses.

Fiscal 2008 in Review 
In fiscal 2008, consolidated operating revenue 

decreased 2.8% year on year to ¥774.5 billion. 

This decrease mainly reflected a drop in sales of 

plasma displays and DVD recorders, despite higher 

sales of DVD drives, Blu-ray Disc-related devices, 

car audio products and car navigation systems.

Operating income decreased 12.7% year on 

year to ¥10.9 billion, chiefly due to a larger loss in 

the plasma display business, despite higher 

earnings in the Car Electronics business. The net 

loss was ¥18.0 billion, compared with a net loss 

of ¥6.8 billion in the previous fiscal year. This was 

mainly due to impairment losses of ¥23.3 billion 

primarily on plasma display production facilities, 

and higher income taxes following an evaluation 

of deferred tax assets, despite a gain on sale of 

all land and buildings at the Tokorozawa Plant 

and some at the Omori Plant.

Display Business Restructuring Now 
Under Way
In fiscal 2008, the plasma display business was a 

major factor behind our weak performance. 

However, displays are the centerpiece of our 

Home Electronics business, and so we will con-

tinue the display business going forward. There-

fore, we will implement far-reaching restructuring 

of our display business so as to optimize the 

scale of our business and generate earnings.

First, Pioneer will terminate in-house plasma 

Tamihiko Sudo
        President and Representative Director
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display panel production by March 2009, after 

completing panel production for models sched-

uled for release in 2008. We have decided 

instead to procure plasma display panels from 

Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd. from the 

summer of 2009. Both companies plan to coop-

erate on developing cutting-edge panels by 

combining their technologies. These panels will 

then be further augmented by Pioneer’s propri-

etary image processing technologies, thereby 

enabling Pioneer to bring premium-grade, cost-

competitive plasma displays to market.

Regarding production facilities after the 

termination of plasma display panel production, 

one plant will continue producing display prod-

ucts as an assembly center and is also sched-

uled to become a product distribution and 

inspection facility for the Japanese market. We 

will close the rest, and are currently considering 

ways of utilizing these assets, including selling 

them. Hand in hand with these measures, Pio-

neer plans to redeploy plasma display panel 

production personnel to ongoing display assem-

bly operations, as well as to the Car Electronics 

business, professional sound & visual (Pro SV) 

business and other growth businesses. We also 

plan to offer an incentive-based early retirement 

program, as it may be difficult to absorb all 

affected employees within the Pioneer Group.

By carrying out these measures, Pioneer 

aims to reduce display business operating 

expenses by ¥15.0 billion in fiscal 2010, com-

pared with fiscal 2008.

On a different front, Pioneer intends to bring 

new LCD TVs to market. Pioneer will be supplied 

with LCD TVs from Sharp Corporation, with 

whom we have a business alliance, and will roll 

out these LCD TVs first in Europe in the summer 

of 2008. Going forward, Pioneer plans to develop 

LCD TVs that combine its proprietary technolo-

gies with Sharp-supplied LCD panels, for an 

expanding number of targeted regions.

Aiming for Improved Profitability in the 
Home Electronics Business
In the Home Electronics business, Pioneer will 

restructure its display business at the same time as 

it strives to boost sales in the Pro SV business, 

which involves DJ equipment, as well as in Blu-ray 

Disc-related products and other fields. Furthermore, 

to improve the profitability of the Home Electronics 

business as a whole, we plan to redeploy engineers 

in the display and audio/video product businesses 

to the Car Electronics business, Pro SV business, 

and other growth businesses. We will reduce fixed 

costs by overhauling our overseas sales structure 

and taking other actions, as well as lower selling, 

general and administrative expenses mainly by 

readjusting employment levels in administrative and 

sales divisions in Japan and by reducing spending 

on external resources through a review of out-

sourced operations. 
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We expect these measures, combined with 

display business restructuring, to yield cost sav-

ings of roughly ¥23.0 billion in the Home Elec-

tronics business. These measures are expected 

to have a significant beneficial impact on operat-

ing results from fiscal 2010.

Growth Strategies for 
the Car Electronics Business
In the Car Electronics business, we aim to 

expand our car navigation systems business and 

reinforce business development in the BRICs 

nations (Brazil, Russia, India and China) and other 

expanding markets.

In car navigation systems, we will work to 

expand our customer base by launching a model 

featuring telematics functions based on mobile 

phones and the Internet in the Japanese con-

sumer market, while proposing new forms of 

value beyond mere car navigation mainly through 

new multi-functional car navigation systems 

models with built-in audio/video functions. In 

OEM car navigation systems, we will concentrate 

on winning more contracts from automakers and 

growing business in dealer options markets 

around the world.

In car audio/video products for consumer 

markets, we will compensate for contraction in 

the Japanese, U.S. and European consumer 

markets by concentrating on developing busi-

ness in rapidly growing markets in the BRICs 

nations. Concurrently, we plan to maintain profit-

ability by shifting our center of gravity to value-

added models, such as those equipped with car 

DVD players.

To address increasing development costs, 

we will work to boost efficiency mainly by imple-

menting reforms of software development pro-

cesses and by adopting common platforms. 

These and other measures will help us to main-

tain profitability as we grow our business.

Redoubling Efforts in the Speaker 
Business 
The speaker business makes effective use of 

technologies and expertise accumulated by 

Pioneer over its entire 70-year history. We will 

work to expand this business as a whole by 

ensuring profitability through the supply of value-

added products not only in the car speaker busi-

ness, where we have a solid market position, but 

also in the home-use speaker business. Efforts 

will also be made to boost sales by focusing on 

speaker unit sales to customers outside the 

company, in parallel with developing speaker 

units not just for cellular phones as in the past, 

but also for flat-panel TVs and other fields. We 

are also trying to rapidly reap economies of scale 

and share product expertise by concentrating 

speaker development and production at Tohoku 

Pioneer Corporation, which became a wholly 

owned subsidiary of Pioneer Corporation in 

October 2007. Our aim is to become the world’s 

leading speaker manufacturer in terms of both 

quality and quantity.

Business and Capital Alliance with 
Sharp Corporation 
In the fiercely competitive electronics market, 

strategic alliances with other companies are 

essential to differentiating products and generat-

ing earnings while reducing the burden of 

increasing development expenses and the risks 

associated with capital expenditures. In 

September 2007, Pioneer and Sharp Corporation 

agreed to form a comprehensive business and 

capital alliance. Through this alliance, the two 

companies are jointly developing products by 

making effective use of each other’s resources in 

their respective fields of expertise. In this manner, 

Pioneer and Sharp both aim to enhance their 

respective corporate value.

Specifically, in the field of flat-panel TVs, 

Pioneer will develop acoustic systems that will be 
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Tamihiko Sudo

President and Representative Director

fitted to ultra-thin, flat-panel LCD TVs currently 

under development by Sharp. Furthermore, 

development efficiency will be raised by jointly 

developing high picture quality, premium-grade 

LCD TVs. Furthermore, in the optical disc field, 

Pioneer and Sharp will join forces not only to 

supply DVD-related products to each other, but 

also to expand their respective Blu-ray Disc-

related product businesses. At the same time, in 

car electronics fields, the two companies will 

propose new forms of value by combining 

Pioneer’s car navigation system technologies with 

Sharp’s proprietary devices and mobile phones. 

In December 2007, Pioneer issued 30 million 

new shares of common stock to Sharp for ¥41.6 

billion. In parallel, Pioneer subscribed to 10 million 

shares of Sharp’s treasury stock at a cost of 

¥19.8 billion. This move was aimed at cementing 

the alliance between the two companies.

Medium-term Management Targets
We have established consolidated medium-term 

management targets of operating revenue of 

¥900 billion, operating income of ¥37 billion and 

net income of ¥30 billion for fiscal 2011. These 

targets will be achieved by ensuring that the 

entire Group implements the above measures. 

In terms of our main business segments, in 

the Car Electronics business, we are targeting 

 operating revenue of ¥450 billion and operating 

income of ¥26 billion in fiscal 2011. We also aim 

to maintain an operating margin of around 6% 

here. In the Home Electronics business, we are 

targeting operating revenue of ¥370 billion and 

operating income of ¥8 billion in fiscal 2011, but 

first we aim to restore profitability in fiscal 2010. 

Furthermore, we will work to enhance profit-

ability while improving cash flows through such 

means as reducing inventories and accounts 

receivable, and curbing capital expenditures.

Our initiatives to improve profitability, includ-

ing display business restructuring, will be painful 

in many respects. However, we regard them as 

essential for Pioneer to turn things around, and 

will by all means make a Group-wide effort to 

achieve our medium-term management targets. 

Your continued understanding and support will 

be vital to our success.

June 26, 2008
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Review of Operations

Car Electronics sales increased 4.5% year on year to ¥373.9 billion (US$3,738.8 million) due to higher 

sales of both car navigation systems and car audio products. In car navigation systems, consumer-market 

sales were mostly the same as in the previous fiscal year, while OEM sales increased in North America. In 

car audio products, consumer-market sales increased in Central and South America, but decreased in 

North America due to market contraction, while OEM sales rose in Japan, China and North America. Total 

OEM sales in this segment accounted for approximately 39% of Car Electronics sales in fiscal 2008, com-

pared with approximately 36% in fiscal 2007.

Operating income in this segment rose 18.3% to ¥26.2 billion (US$261.5 million). This principally 

reflected lower selling expenses for consumer-market products, such as advertising and sales promotion 

expenses, despite higher development expenses in the OEM business.

CAR  ELECTRONICS 

In Patent Licensing, royalty revenue decreased 57.1% year on year to ¥2.0 billion (US$20.0 million). 

This decrease was attributable to the impact of the expiration of some patents licensed to the optical 

disc industry.

Operating income in this segment declined 59.5% to ¥1.6 billion (US$15.9 million), in line with 

the decrease in royalty revenue.

PATENT  LICENSING 

Home Electronics sales decreased 8.8% year on year to ¥329.5 billion (US$3,295.3 million). Plasma 

display sales declined due to a drop in sales volume mainly in North America and Europe. Plasma dis-

play sales accounted for approximately 40% of Home Electronics sales, compared with approximately 

49% in the previous fiscal year. Sales of DVD drives and Blu-ray Disc-related devices rose, while sales of 

DVD recorders fell.

The operating loss in this segment was ¥18.0 billion (US$179.7 million), compared with an operat-

ing loss of ¥15.8 billion in the previous fiscal year. This was mainly attributable to the larger loss in the 

plasma display business due to falling sales, despite a smaller loss in DVD recorders reflecting a reduc-

tion in development expenses.

HOME  ELECTRONICS 

In the Others segment, sales decreased 5.5% year on year to ¥69.1 billion (US$690.7 million). This mainly 

reflected lower sales of factory automation (FA) systems and business-use AV systems. 

Operating income in this segment was ¥0.2 billion (US$1.6 million), down 93.4% year on year. 

This was mainly attributable to lower profitability in FA systems and business-use AV systems due to 

lower sales.

OTHERS 

Business Segments

Year ended March 31, 2008 
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• Car Navigation Systems 

• Car Stereos

• Licensing of Patents Related to Laser Optical Disc Technologies

(Billions of Yen)

(Billions of Yen)

(Billions of Yen)

Revenue

Revenue

Revenue

Income

Income

Income

■ Operating revenue     ■ Operating income

■ Operating revenue     ■ Operating income

■ Operating revenue     ■ Operating income (loss)

• Plasma Displays 

• DVD Recorders

• DVD Players 

• DVD Drives

Notes: 1. Operating income (loss) is presented as operating revenue less cost of sales and selling, general and administrative expenses, in accordance with 
accounting practices generally accepted in Japan.

2. Operating income (loss) in each business segment represents operating income (loss) before elimination of intersegment transactions.
3. In fiscal 2008, the Company classified telephones in “Others,” which were previously included in “Home Electronics.” Previously reported figures have

been reclassified to conform to this presentation.

• Blu-ray Disc Players

• Blu-ray Disc Drives

• Audio Systems

• Audio Components

• Organic Light-Emitting Diode 

(OLED) Displays 

• Factory Automation Systems

• Speaker Units

(Billions of Yen)

Revenue Income

■ Operating revenue     ■ Operating income (loss)

• Electronics Devices and Parts

• Telephones 

• Business-use AV Systems

Revenue and Income Main Products and Services

• Car AV Systems

• Car Speakers

• DJ Equipment

• Equipment for 

Cable-TV Systems

Car navigation system

Car AV system

Car CD player

Car speakers

Plasma display

Speaker system

Blu-ray Disc Player

DJ equipment

OLED display Speaker units
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TUNING  INTO 

CAR  ELECTRONICS  MARKETS

WORLDWIDE

It is important for us to continuously generate earnings in the Car Electronics 

business in order to drive further growth at Pioneer. In our consumer markets, 

we actively propose value from a customer-centric standpoint so as to garner 

market support and thereby enhance brand value. In parallel, we strive to 

expand our OEM business by leveraging advanced technologies and 

other assets we have cultivated in consumer markets. Developing businesses 

that deliver sustained earnings based on an accurate understanding of market 

characteristics and trends in customer demand is vital to this end. Here, 

we introduce the business strategies we are implementing in various regions 

worldwide to ensure that we remain a leading company.



Cyber Navi AVIC-VH9000: The removable main unit allows drivers 

to bring driving plans prepared on a home PC, information from 

the Internet, audio data and more into their cars.

Air Navi AVIC-T10
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JAPAN

Car Electronics Market in

Japan is a major market for car navigation systems—

total sales account for more than 80% of the country’s 

consumer car electronics market. By producing solid 

results in the Japanese car navigation systems market, 

we aim to enhance the overall profitability of our Car 

Electronics business in Japan.

Convergence of Communications and 
Navigation Functions 
The key for Pioneer to achieve future growth in 

this market, where products evolve at a 

breathtaking pace, is to continuously provide 

new forms of value. We will work to expand our 

market share by further fusing communications 

and navigation functions.

Specifi cally, based on our proprietary Smart 

Loop Concept for sharing knowledge among 

users over a network, we will develop systems 

that provide even more accurate traffi c and 

positioning information by allowing drivers to share 

an immense amount of data gathered by linking 

car navigation systems over a network. In addition, 

we will create services that allow drivers to obtain 

a variety of information when needed, such as 

weather updates for their destinations and 

descriptions of nearby shops and restaurants.

 Building on these measures, in the fi eld of 

car navigation systems with built-in audio/video 

(AV) functions, we will concentrate our efforts not 

only on user interfaces and navigation functions, 

but also on responding to the emergence of 

terrestrial digital broadcasting and enhancing 

internal AV functions. These efforts will be made in 

line with the respective brand concepts of Cyber 

Navi, our top-of-the-line model, and Raku Navi, 

which combines functionality with usability. In this 

manner, we aim to maintain a leading position in 

this fi eld. Turning to the portable navigation devices 

fi eld, we launched the new Air Navi AVIC-T10 car 

navigation system in June 2008. This revolutionary 

product offers sophisticated communications 

functions with outstanding basic performance in a 

conventional price range for portable navigation 

devices. With this product, we will work to capture 

new customer segments with the aim of 

expanding overall earnings from the consumer car 

navigation systems market.

OEM Car Navigation Systems 
Initiatives
In the growing OEM business, we aim to expand 

business further by winning more orders for a 

broader range of models from both automakers 

and car dealerships. This will be done by 

leveraging our competitiveness in consumer 

markets and collective capabilities in AV and 

navigation functions. We will also steadily 

respond to demanding 

customer requirements 

while working to enhance 

profi tability by reducing 

development costs.

* Japan Electronics and Information Technology Industries Association

■ Fixed Navigation 
Systems

■ Portable Navigation 
Devices

’06 ’07 ’08 ’09 ’10
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(Thousands of Units)

(Calendar year)

Data: JEITA*

Demand in the Japanese Car Navigation Systems Market
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NORTH  AMERICA

Car Electronics Markets in

The AVIC-F90BT flash 

memory in-dash car 

navigation system

The Dome Tour was well received in the 18 U.S. cities 

where it was held in fiscal 2008.
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Demand in the North American Car Navigation Systems Markets

North America is the Car Electronics business’ second 

largest market after Japan. To compensate for 

contraction in North American consumer markets for 

car audio products, Pioneer plans to focus on product 

categories with growth potential such as car navigation 

systems and car AV products to generate earnings.

Expanding the Markets for In-dash Car 
Navigation Systems 
The North American car navigation systems 

market continues to grow rapidly, with market-

wide sales surpassing the 10 million-unit mark in 

2007. In particular, demand for low-end portable 

navigation devices with limited functionality is 

increasing sharply. However, we are focusing on 

in-dash car navigation systems with built-in AV 

functions because we believe we can propose 

value not offered by portable navigation devices. 

For example, our in-dash car navigation systems 

provide a perfect fi t with automobile dashboards, 

as well as multi-functionality in terms of traffi c 

information reception, interoperability with 

peripheral devices and much more, and in the 

process of delivering this added value, we plan to 

increase our market share. In fi scal 2008, the 

AVIC-D3 model DVD car navigation system, 

launched at mass-market prices, earned a strong 

customer response. In June 2008, we brought to 

market a new model using fl ash memory as 

storage media for digital map data. With this new 

model, we will strive to further expand our 

customer base for in-dash car navigation systems 

as we aim to become a leading car navigation 

systems company in the North American market.

Value-added Propositions for Car AV 
Products 
In the car AV market, we will bolster our lineup of 

value-added car AV products, such as DVD-

compatible models, and models compatible with 

portable digital audio players and USB memory. 

Separately, by offering diverse value propositions 

tailored to the lifestyles of North American 

consumers, such as Bluetooth®* functionality and 

digital satellite and terrestrial digital radio 

reception, we aim to maintain our top market 

share and sustain profi tability.

Communicating with the Markets 
Since 2007, we have been holding a series of our 

own product exhibitions called the Dome Tour in 

major U.S. cities, with the aim of enhancing the 

image of our brands. We have also launched a 

retailers-only website not only to provide product 

and installment information, but also as a contact 

point for inquiries to Pioneer and as a forum for 

retailers to exchange information. In this manner, 

we are effectively supporting our U.S. sales 

structure, which spans all of this vast country.

Data: JEITA

■ Fixed Navigation 
Systems

■ Portable Navigation 
Devices

(Calendar year)

* Bluetooth is a registered trademark of Bluetooth SIG, Inc.
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EUROPE

Car Electronics Markets in

Pioneer products on display at a car dealership Car navigation system for Russia
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Demand in the European Car Navigation Systems Markets

In Europe, Pioneer is actively strengthening initiatives 

for establishing sales channels to capture a greater 

share of the car navigation systems market, and for 

expanding business in Russia and Eastern Europe, 

where future growth is expected.

Measures for Establishing New Sales 
Channels 
The European portable navigation devices market 

has grown faster than in North America, driven by 

demand spurred by falling prices and a market 

characterized by the popularity of small cars. 

However, because we believe that it is crucial to 

differentiate our products by offering customer 

value propositions for enhancing car passenger 

cabins, in addition to basic navigation 

performance, as the portable navigation devices 

market matures, we are concentrating on 

enhancing car navigation systems with built-in 

AV functions.

Additionally, Pioneer is bolstering dealer option 

sales, where car dealerships offer car navigation 

systems as options to customers buying new cars. 

Pioneer is working to respond to the needs of car 

dealerships by, for example, introducing car 

navigation systems with enhanced customization 

features for displaying the automaker’s logo when 

starting up systems and showing the location of its 

affi liated repair network on navigation maps. 

Going forward, we will strive to reinforce existing 

partnerships with car accessories retailers, while 

growing sales at car dealerships, with the aim of 

expanding business and maintaining profi tability.

An Expanding Russian Market  
Russia has been experiencing rapid economic 

growth as an oil-producing nation, and 

consumers are enjoying strong purchasing 

power. The country is expected to enter a period 

of full-scale motorization, raising hopes for steady 

expansion in its car audio product market and for 

growth in its car navigation systems market as 

coverage of digital map data increases. Pioneer’s 

products have always enjoyed extremely strong 

customer support in Russia. By strengthening 

operations through its sales subsidiary in 

Moscow, Pioneer plans to steadily increase its 

market share by catering to local demand. In 

Eastern Europe and Turkey, which have strong 

growth potential, Pioneer is working to expand 

its business through its European regional 

headquarters in Belgium.

Data: JEITA

■ Fixed Navigation 
Systems

■ Portable Navigation 
Devices

(Calendar year)
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CENTRAL  AND 
SOUTH  AMERICA

Car Electronics Markets in

New plant in Manaus, Brazil Designing stores in cooperation with car 

audio installers
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Demand in the Central and South American 
Car Audio Product Markets

The Car Electronics business is steadily growing sales 

in Central and South America, supported by significant 

growth in Brazil’s market. Pioneer’s current priorities 

are to shift its center of gravity to value-added models 

in car audio products and bolster marketing activities 

that raise customer satisfaction. By carrying out these 

measures, we aim to drive further business expansion.

Market Leadership in Central and 
South America 
Brazil’s consumer market for car audio products 

has been expanding signifi cantly on the back of 

sharp new car sales growth. Going forward, 

Pioneer expects to see increasing demand for 

car AV products such as car DVD players here. 

To prepare for further market expansion, we 

have roughly doubled annual production 

capacity to 1 million units with the completion of 

a new plant in Manaus, Brazil, in April 2008. 

This should help to enhance operating 

profi tability by further expanding sales of Pioneer 

products, which already account for a large 

share of the Brazilian market.

Mexico is the second largest market in this 

region after Brazil, but this market is already 

maturing. Here, we are forging stronger ties with 

prominent car audio installers and encouraging 

them to design stores around Pioneer products. 

These and other cooperative efforts are geared 

toward increasing our share of this highly 

competitive market. Separately, we will also 

actively develop business in developing markets 

in Argentina and Colombia.

Reinforcing Brand Power 
In Central and South America, the daily enjoyment 

of music is part and parcel of the local culture. 

There is strong demand for car audio products, 

especially from younger people, and events such as 

motor shows in various regions, and car sound 

contests in which car owners compete in terms of 

the sound quality of their car audio systems, attract 

much attention. We are working to enhance the 

image of our brands by actively participating in 

these events and promoting the advantages of our 

products. Efforts are also focused on enhancing our 

website dedicated to sales promotions in order to 

effi ciently cover the vast Central and South 

American region. In Brazil, communication activities 

through Web magazines and newsletters, involving 

the distribution of product information and 

questionnaires, have enjoyed favorable support 

from customers and retailers.

■ Brazil

■ Mexico

■ Other Countries

Data: JEITA

(Calendar year)
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ASIA,  THE MIDDLE  EAST 
AND  OTHER  REGIONS

Car Electronics Markets in

Pioneer’s exhibit at Auto Expo 2008, one of India’s largest 

international motor shows, which was held in New Delhi in 

January 2008

The DEH-3050UB USB-compatible car CD player

0

2,500

5,000

7,500
(Thousands of Units)

’06 ’07 ’09’08 ’10

Demand in the Indian, Middle Eastern and Southeast Asian 
Car Audio Product Markets

We are striving to boost sales by leveraging our 

network of sales bases and independent distributors 

in the growing markets such as India and the Middle 

East. We also seek to generate earnings in Southeast 

Asia where demand is shifting to car AV products, 

while responding accurately to market dynamics.

Growth Continues in India 
In recent years, India has been experiencing 

rapid motorization. New car sales reached 

approximately 1.5 million units in 2007 and 

growth is expected to continue.  For these 

reasons, combined with strong demand for 

installing car audio products, India will remain 

one of Pioneer’s most important markets going 

forward. Car CD players and car speakers 

currently make up the bulk of sales here, but we 

plan to drive further earnings growth by putting 

more emphasis on USB-compatible models and 

car AV products such as car DVD players, for 

which demand is increasing. We are also 

actively participating in automotive events to 

enhance our brand power.

The Middle East, Central Asia 
and Africa 
The Middle East was one region where our Car 

Electronics business achieved its largest growth 

in sales in fi scal 2008. This refl ected growth in 

local car audio product markets supported by 

sharply higher new car sales, and growing 

demand for relatively highly priced models 

provided a further boost. Pioneer has a powerful 

local sales network made up of major 

independent distributors, which has allowed us 

to capture a large market share. In Central Asia 

and South Africa, we aim to expand business by 

conducting marketing activities closely linked to 

local regions.

Southeast Asia and China 
In Southeast Asia, demand in the car audio 

product market is shifting to car AV products 

such as car DVD players. For Pioneer, this 

region continues to offer prospects for strong 

sales. We plan to boost our market share and 

sustain earnings by bolstering value-added 

product sales. In China, because installation of 

assembly line products in new cars is the main 

market, we are focusing on expanding OEM 

business, but we also plan to strengthen our 

presence in consumer markets.

■ India

■ Middle East

■ Southeast Asia

Data: JEITA

(Calendar year)
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Research and Development

Pioneer believes that research and development (R&D) is a driving 

force behind the creation of new markets, positioning it as a lifeline for 

the continued existence and growth of enterprises. Pioneer is there-

fore actively engaged in all aspects of R&D, from basic research aimed 

at realizing future new businesses to technology development aimed 

at adding value to existing products.

In basic research, Pioneer focuses on fields where it can leverage 

its business resources and technologies. The Company conducts 

research in fields such as next-generation optical discs, organic light-

emitting diode (OLED) displays, next-generation memory devices as 

well as audio/video structure analysis technology and image compres-

sion technology related to information and communications services.

In technology development for existing businesses, Pioneer’s 

goals are to improve product functions and usability, while rapidly 

bringing to market new technologies that will lead to new products.

Pioneer’s overseas research centers in the U.S., the U.K., and 

China develop technologies in line with the characteristics of each 

region. Pioneer also actively participates in national research projects 

and conducts joint research with universities and other companies.

Organic Dye BD-R and Metal Nitride 
BD-R Discs
Pioneer has been focusing on developing tech-

nologies for popularizing write-once Blu-ray Discs 

(BD-R) as a new generation of optical recording 

media following DVD-R and DVD-RW discs.

Through joint development with Mitsubishi 

Kagaku Media Co., Ltd., Pioneer has success-

fully developed a commercial-grade BD-R disc 

with an organic dye recording layer. Because 

CD-R and DVD-R disc production technology 

and production facilities can be converted to 

organic dye BD-R production, we expect to be 

able to realize BD-R disc media that can be 

offered at low prices. In April 2007, the Blu-ray 

Disc  Association, an industry consortium respon-

sible for establishing format standards, standard-

ized a recording format compatible with organic 

Pioneer is developing a disc drive product compatible with 

BD-R discs with organic dye/metal nitride recording layers. 

Shown here is a prototype displayed at CEATEC JAPAN* 2007.

Prototype BD-R disc with an organic dye 
recording layer
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dye BD-R discs. As a result, a multitude of media 

manufacturers are now expected to enter this 

field with the view to achieving full-scale con-

sumer uptake of BD-R discs going forward.

Also in collaboration with Mitsubishi Kagaku 

Media, Pioneer has successfully developed a 

commercial-grade BD-R disc with a metal nitride 

recording layer. Because this recording layer has 

high information storage stability and low suscep-

tibility to power fluctuations and dispersion in the 

drive’s recording laser, one advantage is that it 

facilitates the development of discs with faster 

data write speeds. Separately, because this 

recording layer is a proprietary Pioneer technology, 

we plan to license the use of this technology’s 

basic patents to media manufacturers, with the 

aim of playing a part in the development of BD-R 

discs with outstanding recording performance.

Image Recognition Car Navigation 
System
Recently, the automotive industry has been 

equipping vehicles with rear-view and other video 

cameras that monitor vehicle surroundings. In 

response, Pioneer is conducting R&D focused on 

new car navigation systems that combine tech-

nologies for analyzing images from these vehicle 

cameras with navigation functions.

Pioneer exhibited an image recognition car 

navigation system applying image analysis tech-

nologies that was well received at CEATEC 

JAPAN* 2007 in October 2007. The system has 

three primary functions: “Real View Navigation” 

provides real-time video-based driving guidance 

by recognizing traffic lights, road lines, signs and 

other cues from a forward video camera; “Around 

Monitor Navigation” warns the driver of dangers 

by analyzing the movements of the driver’s 

 vehicle and adjacent traffic; and “Roadscape 

Navigation” recognizes road scenery, and 

 suggests alternate routes when similar scenery 

has continued along the current route. Based on 

these three functions, the system provides greater 

navigation convenience, enhanced driving safety 

and new ways of enjoying driving.

Building on these and other technologies, 

Pioneer aims to quickly commercialize automo-

tive devices that incorporate image-processing 

technologies.

Real View Navigation screen-shot  

* One of the largest international exhibitions in Asia featuring imaging, information and communications

R&D in next-generation optical discs
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Corporate Citizenship

Aiming to truly integrate business activities and environmental 

preservation activities, Pioneer is making a group-wide effort to 

reinforce measures such as reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 

maintaining “zero emission*1” status and providing environmentally 

friendly products.

Pioneer Pure Malt Speaker Series
—Recycling Natural Materials
Pioneer Pure Malt Speakers, developed in col-

laboration with major brewer Suntory Limited, 

are housed in speaker cabinets made from recy-

cled whiskey barrels used for aging whiskey for 

more than 50 years. This special wood produces 

a warm, rich and mellow sound quality. Since 

their release in 1998, Pure Malt Speakers have 

been acclaimed by society as a recycling initia-

tive and for their rich timbre. Another advantage 

of this speaker series is that it uses whiskey 

barrels that do not contain any formaldehyde, 

reducing the emissions of volatile organic com-

pounds (VOCs), which are considered a cause of 

“sick building syndrome*2.” 

In recent years, Pioneer has launched the 

Pure Malt series overseas with the S-A4SPT-

PM model and has expanded this series’ prod-

uct lineup mainly by adding audio racks made 

from recycled whiskey barrels. In this manner, 

Pioneer promotes environmental protection 

through its products. 

*1  Recycling of over 99% of facility-generated waste, thus bringing our landfill disposal to almost zero (Pioneer’s definition)
*2  Various allergic reactions caused by indoor air pollution due to VOCs, including eye and throat discomfort, headaches, and 

poor concentration

Pure Malt Speakers S-A4SPT-PM 

Integrated ISO 14001 Certification
Environmental preservation activities have been 

taking on increasing importance. In this context, 

it is essential to pursue environmental manage-

ment in an effective and powerful manner to 

enhance environmental performance. 

In this process, strengthening environmental 

governance within the Pioneer Group is an 

important task. In August 2007, as the first step, 

we integrated the ISO 14001 environmental 

management systems of all business sites of the 

parent company, Pioneer Corporation (Headquar-

ters, the Kawagoe and Kawasaki plants and the 

Corporate Research and Development Laborato-

ries). With this integration process, Pioneer seeks 

to promote activities designed to achieve its 

environmental goals by establishing Plan, Do, 

Check and Act (PDCA) cycles within a larger 

framework, while effectively utilizing environmen-

tal management systems specific to each busi-

ness site. Going forward, Pioneer will extend the 

integration process to all domestic group compa-

nies, followed by its overseas group companies. 

We thus aim to further enhance the achieve-

ments of environmental preservation activities of 

the Pioneer Group as a whole.

Environmental Preservation Activities
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“Listen through the Body” Concert for 
the Hard of Hearing
Pioneer, using special vibrating chairs that con-

vert sounds into vibrations, holds performances 

of the “Listen through the Body” Concert in 

Japan and overseas, to bring the joy of music to 

people who are hard of hearing.

In September 2007, Pioneer received the 

“Mecenat Award for Physical Acoustics” and the 

“Readers’ Choice for Mecenat Award” at the 

2007 Japan Mecenat Awards, which honors 

outstanding support of arts and cultural activities. 

Pioneer was recognized for using acoustics 

technology developed in-house to steadily 

expand its circle of activities, with operations led 

mainly by employee volunteers and their families. 

In March 2008, with local government backing, 

Pioneer held its first “Listen through the Body” 

Concert in China at a school for the hard of hear-

ing in Shanghai.

Pioneer plans to convey the joy of music to 

an even broader audience by expanding its activ-

ities while continuing its programs in various 

regions around the world.

Supporting Education Activities
Pioneer puts considerable effort into the active 

support of education to pass its technology and 

expertise as an electronics manufacturer on to 

the next generation.

Pioneer Technology (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. 

holds an annual Pioneer Mathematics Contest for 

high school students to develop an awareness of 

the importance of mathematics as the foundation 

of electronics. The subsidiary has been working 

with local education authorities to hold this con-

test every year since 1995. With the cumulative 

number of participants now exceeding 15,000 

students, the program’s social significance has 

become widely recognized. For instance, the 

contest participation certificate has become an 

important document for students proceeding on 

to higher education. At the annual contest held in 

September 2007, approximately 1,000 students 

from 33 schools participated, with the winning 

schools being presented with Pioneer products, 

such as DVD players. 

Elsewhere, Pioneer North America, Inc. and 

Pioneer Electronics Service, Inc. have been 

conducting the Pioneer Academy educational 

support program for local high school students 

since 1994. This program offers a wide range 

of activities, from classroom 

educational support to tours of 

Pioneer facilities. In fiscal 2008, 

Pioneer Academy provided design 

and craftsmanship guidance and 

funding support for a team of 

students participating in a 

robot contest.

Pioneer conducts social contribution activities in fields such as audio/

video, and educational support, by leveraging its own technologies 

and expertise, with the aim of helping to realize a fulfilling and sustain-

able society.

“Listen through the Body” Concert in Shanghai, China

Pioneer Academy

Social Contribution Activities
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Corporate Governance

Pioneer recognizes that strengthening corporate governance is of vital 

importance to increasing corporate value. 

Under the Company Law of Japan, Pioneer has elected to structure 

its corporate governance system as a company with a board of corpo-

rate auditors, which has a statutory duty to monitor, review and report 

on the administration of the affairs as well as the accounts of Pioneer. 

The Board of Directors, which includes several outside directors, 

decides on fundamental issues such as management policies and super-

vises the execution of business activities, while the Board of Corporate 

Auditors audits the directors’ performance of their duties.

Based on this institutional structure, Pioneer has adopted an 

executive officer system to expedite the execution of business activi-

ties and clarify the responsibilities for each business. Meanwhile, 

aiming to enhance the transparency of decision making, Pioneer has 

established a Group Executive Committee and voluntary advisory 

committees to the Board of Directors.

Establishment of Group Executive 
Committee
The Group Executive Committee, which was 

formed to reinforce decision making, comprises 

directors and executive officers chosen by the 

Board of Directors and holds regular monthly 

meetings. The Group Executive Committee, 

under the supervision of the Board of Directors, 

thoroughly discusses issues such as priorities for 

advancing business activities, investment proj-

ects, group realignment, and group-wide man-

agement strategies, as well as medium- and 

long-term policies, and either approves these 

issues or in cases where the Board of Directors is 

stipulated to have decision-making authority 

reports on these issues to the Board of Directors.

Establishment of Three Advisory 
Committees
Pioneer has voluntarily established the following 

three advisory committees to the Board of 

 Directors, each chaired by an outside director: 

the Nominating Committee, the Compensation 

Committee, and the Special Committee. Their 

goals are to enhance the supervision of the exe-

cution of business activities by outside directors, 

improve management transparency and strengthen 

corporate governance. These committees report 

on the results of their deliberations to the Board 

of Directors, and make related recommendations. 

The Board of Directors discusses these reports 

and their recommendations, giving due consider-

ation to their content.

Nominating Committee

This committee discusses issues such as the 

election and dismissal of directors as well as the 

election, dismissal, promotion and demotion of 

executive officers.

Compensation Committee

This committee discusses issues such as basic 

policies and systems for remuneration and 

other benefits for directors and executive 
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officers as well as individual evaluations and 

compensation levels.

Special Committee

This committee will examine and discuss mea-

sures to deal with affairs that have a significant 

impact on corporate value such as M&As, both 

before and as they occur, from the standpoint of 

legality, reasonableness, and appropriateness.

Systems for Ensuring Appropriate 
Execution of Business
In addition to the corporate governance structure 

explained above, we have formulated a set of 

common, basic rules called the “Rules of the 

Pioneer Group” for the entire Group, of which the 

“Pioneer Group Charter for Corporate Opera-

tions” is foremost in importance. Efforts are 

focused on ensuring the proper execution of 

business activities throughout the Group in 

accordance with these rules.

The “Rules of the Pioneer Group” position the 

“Pioneer Group Charter for Corporate Operations” 

and “Pioneer Group Code of Conduct” as 

 decision-making and behavioral standards for the 

Group’s directors, executive officers and employ-

ees. Furthermore, Pioneer has established a Busi-

ness Ethics Committee chaired by an outside 

director to ensure legal compliance by the Group’s 

directors, executive officers and employees, as well 

as thorough observance of the “Pioneer Group 

Code of Conduct.” We have also established an 

internal reporting system called the “Business 

Ethics Hotline.” All reports received by this hotline 

are dealt with in good faith. Furthermore, based on 

the “Basic Rules for Crisis Controls,” we have 

established a crisis control structure for the Pioneer 

Group and strive to ensure proper responses in the 

event of a crisis. We have also formulated the 

“Basic Rules for Authority of Group Companies” to 

clarify authority, responsibility, and approval proce-

dures with respect to decision making on impor-

tant matters for each Group company. In addition, 

the Audit Division, Pioneer’s internal auditing unit, 

performs audits of business activities in accor-

dance with the “Basic Rules for Consolidated 

Internal Audit” to ensure compliance with laws and 

internal regulations by Group companies.
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Management

Directors

Corporate Auditors

Senior Executive Officers
Masao Kawabata Yoshio Taniyama Yoichi Sato Haruyuki Inohana Toshiyuki Ito

Seiichiro Matsuki Tatsuo Takeuchi 

Executive Officers
Sumitaka Matsumura Kenji Sato Keiichi Yamauchi Kazumi Kuriyama Masanori Kurosaki 

Hiroyuki Mineta Takashige Nakano Yasuhiko Danjo Gen Inoshita Harumitsu Saito

(As of June 26, 2008)

Tamihiko Sudo
President and 
Representative Director

Satoshi Matsumoto
Managing Director
In charge of Quality Control Division 
and Creative Sound & Voice Division

Masanori Koshoubu
Managing Director
General Manager of Research & Development Group and 
General Manager of Technology Development Center

Michiyoshi Ogawa
Corporate Auditor (full time)

Hajime Ishizuka
Executive Vice President and Representative Director 
In charge of Corporate Management Group and Corporate 
Planning Division, and export management in general

Hideki Okayasu
Managing Director
General Manager of Finance and Accounting Division, 
and Chief Financial Officer

Shunichi Sato
Director

Keiichi Nishikido
Corporate Auditor
Attorney-at-Law

Akira Haeno
Senior Managing Director and Representative Director
General Manager of Mobile Entertainment Business Group 
and in charge of Procurement Group

Susumu Kotani
Managing Director
General Manager of Home Entertainment Business Group

Koichi Ueda
Director
Professor at Meiji Law School and Attorney-at-Law

Shinichi Yamada
Corporate Auditor
Certified Public Accountant

Notes: 1. Messrs. Shunichi Sato and Koichi Ueda are outside directors pursuant to the Company Law of Japan.

 2. Messrs. Keiichi Nishikido and Shinichi Yamada are outside corporate auditors pursuant to the Company Law of Japan.
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Five-Year Summary of Operations
Pioneer Corporation and Subsidiaries
Years ended March 31

 Yen         U.S. Dollars

In millions of yen and thousands of U.S. dollars 2004 2005  2006 2007 2008 2008 

Operating revenue:

Net sales ¥672,928  ¥700,805  ¥746,424  ¥792,441  ¥772,478 $7,724,780
Royalty revenue 11,821  10,237  8,540  4,661  1,999 19,990

Total operating revenue 684,749  711,042  754,964  797,102  774,477  7,744,770 
Income (loss) from continuing operations 19,464  (10,112)  (85,758)  (9,536)  (17,992)  (179,920)
Income from discontinued operations, net of tax 5,374  1,323  772  2,775 – –
Net income (loss) ¥ 24,838  ¥  (8,789)  ¥ (84,986)  ¥  (6,761) ¥ (17,992) $ (179,920)
Basic net income (loss) per share of common stock (yen):

Income (loss) from continuing operations ¥110.95  ¥(57.65)  ¥(491.66)  ¥(54.67)  ¥(98.23) $(0.98)
Income from discontinued operations, net of tax 30.63  7.54  4.43  15.91   –  –
Net income (loss) 141.58  (50.11)  (487.23)  (38.76)  (98.23)  (0.98)

Diluted net income (loss) per share of common stock (yen):
Income (loss) from continuing operations 110.09  (57.65)  (491.66)  (54.67)  (98.23)  (0.98)
Income from discontinued operations, net of tax 30.43  7.54  4.43  15.91   – –
Net income (loss) 140.52  (50.11)  (487.23)  (38.76)  (98.23)  (0.98)

Cash dividends per share declared (yen) ¥ 25.00  ¥ 25.00  ¥  10.00  ¥ 10.00  ¥  7.50 $ 0.08 
Capital expenditures ¥ 57,978  ¥ 63,866  ¥ 40,325  ¥ 41,932  ¥ 41,989 $  419,890 
Depreciation and amortization 41,047  46,990  46,703  41,127  33,309  333,090 
Research and development expenses 51,449  55,858  63,442  59,222  59,395  593,950 
Total assets 722,542  725,167  678,046  635,474  576,116  5,761,160 
Borrowings:

Short-term borrowings and
current portion of long-term debt 27,837  52,428  30,370  18,605  28,484  284,840 

Long-term debt 89,691  81,219  92,970  86,015  72,041  720,410 
Total borrowings 117,528  133,647  123,340  104,620  100,525  1,005,250 

Common stock 49,049  49,049  49,049  49,049  69,824  698,240 
Shareholders’ equity ¥332,938 ¥332,239 ¥273,250 ¥268,116 ¥247,395 $2,473,950 

Return on assets (%) 3.6  (1.2)  (12.1)  (1.0)  (3.0)
Return on equity (%) 7.6  (2.6)  (28.1)  (2.5)  (7.0)
Weighted-average number of shares
 outstanding (in thousands) 175,433 175,389 174,426 174,419 183,159 
Diluted average number of shares
 outstanding (in thousands) 176,609 175,389 174,426 174,419 183,159 
Number of shares issued (in thousands) 180,064 180,064 180,064 180,064 210,064 
Number of employees 32,526 33,409 38,826 37,622 42,775 

Notes: 1.  The U.S. dollar amounts in this report represent translation of Japanese yen, for convenience only, at the rate of ¥100=US$1.00, the approximate 
current rate prevailing on March 31, 2008.

 2.  Basic net income (loss) per share of common stock has been computed based on the weighted-average number of shares outstanding during each 
fiscal year. Diluted net income (loss) per share of common stock has been computed on the basis that all dilutive warrants and stock options were 
exercised. See Note 23 of notes to consolidated financial statements.

 3.  Return on assets represents net income (loss) as a percentage of average total assets. Return on equity represents net income (loss) as a percentage 
of average shareholders’ equity. 

 4.  In fiscal 2004 the Company sold subsidiaries in the audio/video software business, in fiscal 2006 sold a subsidiary engaged in the development of 
cable TV software, and in fiscal 2007 sold subsidiaries involved in the electronic components business. As a result, the operating results of these 
subsidiaries and the gain on the sales are presented as income from discontinued operations in the consolidated statements of operations in accor-
dance with Statement of Financial Accounting Standards No. 144, “Accounting for the Impairment or Disposal of Long-Lived Assets.” Corresponding 
figures for the previous fiscal years have been reclassified accordingly. See Note 5 of notes to consolidated financial statements.

 5.  In fiscal 2006, the Company changed the standard for counting the number of employees. Contract employees with contract period of less than one 
year and temporary employees, previously included in the number of employees, have been excluded. Previously reported numbers have been 
adjusted accordingly.  
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Financial Review
Year ended March 31, 2008, compared 
with year ended March 31, 2007

Results of Operations

Operating revenue

Net sales amounted to ¥772.5 billion, a 2.5% decrease from 

fiscal 2007. Sales in Japan were ¥215.6 billion, down 7.7% 

from fiscal 2007, and overseas sales decreased 0.4% to 

¥556.8 billion. Royalty revenue decreased 57.1% from fiscal 

2007 to ¥2.0 billion.

Car Electronics sales increased 4.5% year on year to 

¥373.9 billion due to higher sales of both car navigation 

systems and car audio products. In car navigation systems, 

consumer-market sales were mostly the same as in the previ-

ous fiscal year, while OEM (original equipment manufacturing) 

sales increased in North America. In car audio products, 

consumer-market sales increased in Central and South 

 America, but decreased in North America due to market 

contraction, while OEM sales rose in Japan, China and North 

America. Total OEM sales in this segment accounted for 

approximately 39% of Car Electronics sales in fiscal 2008, 

compared with approximately 36% in the previous year. In 

terms of geographic sales, sales in Japan were ¥126.4 billion, 

largely unchanged from fiscal 2007. In Japan, sales of OEM 

car audio products increased, but sales of car navigation 

systems decreased. Overseas sales increased 6.9% year on 

year to ¥247.5 billion, mainly due to increased sales of OEM 

car navigation systems in North America and OEM car audio 

products in China and North America.

Home Electronics sales decreased 8.8% year on year to 

¥329.5 billion. Plasma display sales declined due to a drop in 

sales volume mainly in North America and Europe. Plasma 

display sales accounted for approximately 40% of Home 

 Electronics sales, compared with approximately 49% in the 

previous fiscal year. Sales of DVD drives and Blu-ray Disc-related 

devices rose, while sales of DVD recorders fell. In terms of 

 geographic sales, sales in Japan declined 21.4% to ¥46.3 billion, 

due to decreased sales of DVD recorders and plasma displays. 

Overseas sales decreased 6.4% to ¥283.2 billion, due to 

decreased sales of plasma displays and DVD recorders, despite 

increased sales of DVD drives and Blu-ray Disc-related devices.

Royalty revenue from Patent Licensing decreased 57.1% 

year on year to ¥2.0 billion. This decrease was attributable to 

the impact of the expiration of some patents licensed to the 

optical disc industry.

Others sales decreased 5.5% year on year to ¥69.1 

billion. This mainly reflected lower sales of factory automation 

(FA) systems and business-use AV systems. In terms of 
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geographic sales, sales in Japan decreased 11.3% to ¥43.0 

billion due to decreased sales of FA systems and business-use 

AV systems. Overseas sales increased 5.8% to ¥26.1 billion.

Other income

Other income includes interest income, gain on sale of fixed 

assets and others. Gain on sale of fixed assets increased from 

¥1.2 billion to ¥12.4 billion, due to the sale of all land and 

buildings at the Tokorozawa Plant and some at the Omori 

Plant. While interest income increased from ¥5.9 billion to ¥6.5 

billion, others decreased from ¥2.3 billion to ¥2.0 billion.

Cost and expenses

Cost of sales decreased to ¥601.9 billion from fiscal 2007’s 

¥614.4 billion. Cost of sales for fiscal 2008 represented 77.7% 

of operating revenue, up by 0.6 percentage points from 77.1% 

for fiscal 2007. This increase in cost of sales ratio is primarily 

due to worsened profitability of plasma displays, reflecting 

intensified price competition.

Selling, general and administrative (“SGA”) expenses 

decreased by ¥8.5 billion to ¥161.7 billion from fiscal 2007’s 

¥170.2 billion. This decrease is chiefly due to the decrease of 

patent fees and the effect of general cost saving efforts.

R&D expenses, which are included in cost of sales and SGA 

expenses, increased 0.3% to ¥59.4 billion, representing 7.7% of 

operating revenue. R&D expenses are mostly spent for activities 

to enhance our technological advantage in our strategic products 

such as car navigation systems and plasma displays.

Loss on sale and disposal of fixed assets decreased by 

¥0.7 billion. This decrease was mainly attributable to losses 

recorded in fiscal 2007 for disposal of software.

Other deductions increased slightly from ¥25.5 billion to 

¥25.8 billion. During fiscal 2007 and 2008, we reviewed the 

production facilities for plasma displays and DVD-related prod-

ucts because of a decline in profitability. As a result of the 

review, impairment losses of ¥20.4 billion in assets for plasma 

displays and ¥2.3 billion in those for DVD-related products 

were recognized in fiscal 2007, as the excess of the carrying 

value of the asset group over the estimated fair value of the 

asset group. In fiscal 2008, impairment losses of ¥22.2 billion 

in assets for plasma displays and ¥1.1 billion in those for DVD-

related products were recognized.

Income (loss) from continuing operations before 

income taxes

As a result of factors discussed previously, we posted ¥3.4 

billion income before income taxes in fiscal 2008, compared 

with a loss of ¥7.7 billion in fiscal 2007. 

Income taxes

In fiscal 2008, the provision for income taxes was ¥21.3 billion 

against ¥3.4 billion income before income taxes. The relation-

ship between income before taxes and tax expense was dis-

torted primarily due to a valuation allowance set up for 

deferred tax assets of the parent company and certain subsid-

iaries which posted losses. 

Minority interest in earnings of subsidiaries

Minority interest in earnings of subsidiaries amounted to ¥0.3 

billion in fiscal 2008 compared with ¥0.4 billion in fiscal 2007.

Equity in earnings of affiliated companies

Equity in earnings of affiliated companies was ¥0.1 billion in 

fiscal 2008, compared with ¥0.3 billion in fiscal 2007. 

Income from discontinued operations, net of tax

In fiscal 2007, we sold subsidiaries involved in the electronic 

components business. As a result, the operating results of 

these subsidiaries and the gain on the sale are presented as 

income from discontinued operations. Income from discontin-

ued operations, net of tax, for fiscal 2007 was ¥2.8 billion. 

There was no such income in fiscal 2008.

Net loss

Net loss in fiscal 2008 was ¥18.0 billion, compared with a net 

loss of ¥6.8 billion posted in fiscal 2007. Net loss per share of 

common stock in fiscal 2008 was ¥98.23, compared with net 

loss per share of ¥38.76 in fiscal 2007.
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Cash flows

Net cash provided by operating activities in fiscal 2008 was 

¥22.0 billion. This was primarily due to adjustments for non-

cash expenses, such as depreciation and amortization of 

¥33.3 billion, impairment losses of ¥23.3 billion on long-lived 

assets, and deferred income taxes of ¥13.3 billion. These 

outweighed the following factors reducing cash: a net loss of 

¥18.0 billion, a decrease in accrued liabilities of ¥12.3 billion 

and a gain on sale and disposal of fixed assets, net of ¥11.7 

billion, for which we received most of the cash proceeds as a 

deposit from the buyer in fiscal 2007. 

Net cash used in investing activities was ¥72.4 billion. This 

reflected capital expenditures of ¥42.0 billion, mainly related to 

the Car Electronics business and the newly established 

 Kawasaki Plant, as well as ¥19.8 billion for the purchase of 

Sharp Corporation shares as part of the business and capital 

alliance with Sharp. Additionally, ¥14.7 billion was paid for 

additional investments in subsidiaries, mainly for making 

Tohoku Pioneer Corporation a wholly owned subsidiary.

Net cash provided by financing activities was ¥35.9 billion, 

largely attributable to the  proceeds of ¥41.4 billion from a 

third-party allotment of newly issued Pioneer shares to Sharp. 

As a result of these activities and the effect of changes in 

exchange rates on cash and cash equivalents of overseas 

subsidiaries, cash and cash equivalents decreased by ¥20.6 

billion to ¥81.2 billion at the end of fiscal 2008, from ¥101.8 

billion at the end of fiscal 2007.

The alliance with Sharp provided net cash of ¥21.6 billion, 

after offsetting the aforementioned purchase of Sharp shares 

against the above proceeds from the third-party allotment of 

newly issued Pioneer shares to Sharp.

Capital requirements

Our requirements for operating capital are primarily for the 

purchase of raw materials and parts for manufacturing our 

products. Also, operating expenses, including manufacturing 

expenses and SGA expenses, require a substantial amount of 

operating capital. Payroll and payroll-benefits, and marketing 

expenses, such as those for advertising and sales promotion, 

account for a significant portion of operating expenses. Our 

expenditure for R&D is included in various operating expenses, 

and payroll for R&D-related personnel accounts for a substan-

tial portion of R&D expenses.

We believe that our ability to generate positive operating 

cash flows and liquidity discussed in the following financial 

management section provides sufficient resources to fund 

future operating capital requirements and capital expenditures.

Liquidity and Capital Resources
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Financial management

At present, funds required for operating capital and capital 

expenditures are generally financed through internally gener-

ated cash and debt or equity financing. With regard to debt 

financing, short-term debt financing with maturities of one year 

or less is utilized to fund operating capital requirements. Short-

term borrowing is generally arranged locally by each consoli-

dated subsidiary based on its capital requirements. At March 

31, 2008, short-term borrowings of ¥14.8 billion were princi-

pally in Japanese yen. On the other hand, financing of long-

term funding requirements such as investments in production 

facilities through debt and equity securities markets is 

arranged in Japan, and long-term borrowing from financial 

institutions is arranged locally by each consolidated subsidiary. 

At March 31, 2008, substantially all of the long-term debt of 

¥85.7 billion, including the portion due within one year, was 

comprised of ¥60.9 billion of zero coupon convertible bonds 

due 2011 including ¥0.9 billion unamortized issue premium, 

¥10.0 billion of unsecured bonds due 2008, and capital lease 

obligations and other loans arranged locally. 

We believe we have sufficient resources to fund future 

requirements for operating capital and for capital expenditures 

with uncommitted and unused credit lines of ¥271.2 billion to 

sustain the growth of Pioneer. Also, the parent company and 

its four subsidiaries in Japan and China entered into a three-

year global credit facility agreement for the amount of ¥70.0 

billion, which includes a ¥59.0 billion unused portion included 

in the above unused credit lines, effective from May 2005. 

After this agreement was terminated, the parent company 

entered into a one-year revolving credit facility agreement for 

the amount of ¥70.0 billion, effective from May 2008. This will 

ensure that the parent company has an efficient and stable 

financing source for its operational funding needs. 

Contractual obligations and 

off-balance sheet arrangements

The following summarizes our contractual obligations at March 

31, 2008:

Billions of Yen

Payment Due by Period

Total
Less than 

1 year
1–3 

years
3–5 

years
More than 

5 years

Contractual obligations:
Long-term debt ¥84.8 ¥13.7 ¥66.5 ¥4.6 –

Operating leases 9.5 3.1 3.3 1.6 ¥1.5

Purchase commitment 33.6 33.6 – – –

Interest payments 2.1 0.9 1.0 0.2 –

Contribution to defi ned
 benefi t plans 6.9 6.9 – – –

Notes: 1.  Total long-term debt of ¥84.8 billion does not include a ¥0.9 billion 
unamortized issue premium on convertible bonds.

 2.  Long-term debt includes capital lease obligations.
 3.  The amount that we will contribute under our defined pension 

plans is based on a number of factors, primarily rate of salary 
increase and the number of employees. As such, we have esti-
mated the amount of such contribution for the year ending 
March 31, 2009 but not for the years thereafter.

The ¥33.6 billion purchase commitment outstanding at 

March 31, 2008 was for raw materials, property, plant and 

equipment and advertising. This included a part of our ¥35.0 

billion capital expenditures planned for fiscal 2009. 
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We have the following accounts receivable securiti-

zation programs.

In the United States of America, we have established 

PUSA Receivables Funding Corporation, a wholly owned, 

bankruptcy-remote, special-purpose entity and established an 

accounts receivable securitization program of eligible trade 

accounts receivable. A bankruptcy-remote subsidiary is a 

company that has been structured so as to make it highly 

unlikely that it would be drawn into a bankruptcy of any 

Pioneer Group companies. Through this program, we can 

securitize and sell, without recourse, on a revolving basis, an 

undivided interest up to US$100 million in that pool of receiv-

ables to third-party conduits owned by a bank. These securitiza-

tion transactions are accounted for as sales in accordance with 

SFAS No. 140, “Accounting for Transfers and Servicing of 

Financial Assets and Extinguishments of Liabilities,” because we 

have surrendered control over the receivables. We sold a total of 

¥14.7 billion of receivables under this program in fiscal 2008.

In Japan and foreign countries, we set up several 

accounts receivable sale programs of eligible trade accounts 

receivable. Through these programs, we can sell receivables, 

without recourse, to financial institutions. These transactions 

are accounted for as sales in accordance with SFAS No. 140, 

because we have surrendered control over the receivables. We 

sold a total of ¥18.3 billion of receivables under these pro-

grams in fiscal 2008. 

We utilize these programs to diversify our options to 

increase the flexibility of our cash flow management. Therefore, 

our cash flow management would not be critically effected 

without these programs. 
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The following segment information is prepared pursuant to the regulations under the Financial Instruments and Exchange Law of 

Japan and is not in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States.

Business segments

Millions of Yen

Year ended March 31, 2008
Car

Electronics
Home

Electronics
Patent 

Licensing Others Total
Corporate and

Eliminations Consolidated

Operating revenue:

Unaffiliated customers ¥373,883 ¥329,530 ¥1,999 ¥ 69,065 ¥774,477 – ¥774,477

Inter-segment 2,002 670 617 32,936 36,225 ¥ (36,225) –

Total 375,885 330,200 2,616 102,001 810,702 (36,225) 774,477

Operating income (loss) 26,154 (17,968) 1,591 161 9,938 969 10,907

Identifi able assets 199,878 165,562 1,257 74,489 441,186 134,930 576,116

Depreciation and amortization 13,894 8,148 99 7,446 29,587 3,722 33,309

Capital expenditures
 (additions to fi xed assets) ¥ 18,515 ¥ 10,158 ¥    1 ¥  6,076 ¥ 34,750 ¥   3,777 ¥ 38,527

Millions of Yen

Year ended March 31, 2007
Car

Electronics
Home

Electronics
Patent

 Licensing Others Total
Corporate and

Eliminations Consolidated

Operating revenue:

Unaffiliated customers ¥357,809 ¥361,510 ¥4,661 ¥ 73,122 ¥797,102 – ¥797,102

Inter-segment 1,993 647 762 34,454 37,856 ¥ (37,856) –

Total 359,802 362,157 5,423 107,576 834,958 (37,856) 797,102

Operating income (loss) 22,116 (15,814) 3,924 2,453 12,679 (192) 12,487

Identifi able assets 187,558 158,538 464 80,074 426,634 208,840 635,474

Depreciation and amortization 11,671 15,647 126 7,704 35,148 5,979 41,127

Capital expenditures
 (additions to fi xed assets) ¥ 14,576 ¥ 23,285 ¥   89 ¥  6,574 ¥ 44,524 ¥  3,327 ¥ 47,851

Notes: 1.  Operating income (loss) is presented as operating revenue less cost of sales and selling, general and administrative expenses, in accordance with  
accounting practices generally accepted in Japan.

 2.  In fiscal 2008, the Company classified telephones in “Others,” which were previously included in “Home Electronics.” Previously reported figures have 
been reclassified to conform to this presentation.

Segment Information
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Geographic segments
Millions of Yen

Year ended March 31, 2008 Japan
North 

America Europe
Other

Regions Total
Corporate and

 Eliminations Consolidated

Operating revenue:

Unaffiliated customers  ¥278,243  ¥179,393  ¥166,905  ¥149,936  ¥  774,477  –  ¥774,477 

Inter-area  352,153  5,504  437  241,397  599,491  ¥(599,491)  – 

Total  630,396  184,897  167,342  391,333  1,373,968  (599,491)  774,477 

Operating income (loss)  (6,375)  640  1,082  14,221  9,568  1,339  10,907 

Identifi able assets  233,927  34,303  66,719  122,284  457,233  118,883  576,116 

Depreciation and amortization  16,622  1,812  1,551  9,602  29,587  3,722  33,309 

Capital expenditures
 (additions to fi xed assets)  ¥ 18,660  ¥  1,439  ¥    777  ¥ 13,874  ¥   34,750  ¥   3,777  ¥ 38,527 

Millions of Yen

Year ended March 31, 2007 Japan
North

America Europe
Other

 Regions Total
Corporate and 

Eliminations Consolidated

Operating revenue:

Unaffiliated customers  ¥276,034  ¥203,198  ¥179,730  ¥138,140  ¥  797,102 –  ¥797,102 

Inter-area  356,696  5,716  308  212,291  575,011  ¥(575,011) – 

Total  632,730  208,914  180,038  350,431  1,372,113  (575,011)  797,102 

Operating income (loss)  (941)  423  4,945  6,580  11,007  1,480  12,487 

Identifi able assets  225,645  48,327  73,520  125,809  473,301  162,173  635,474 

Depreciation and amortization  23,972  2,079  1,822  7,275  35,148  5,979  41,127 

Capital expenditures
 (additions to fi xed assets)  ¥ 29,632  ¥  1,857  ¥  1,032  ¥ 12,003 ¥   44,524  ¥  3,327  ¥ 47,851 

Notes: 1. Geographic segment information is based on the location of the parent company and its subsidiaries.
 2.  Operating income (loss) is presented as operating revenue less cost of sales and selling, general and administrative expenses, in accordance with 

accounting practices generally accepted in Japan.
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Quarterly Information (Unaudited)
Pioneer Corporation and Subsidiaries

FY2004 FY2005 FY2006 FY2007 FY2008
0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

Share Price Range (Tokyo Stock Exchange)
(¥)

In millions of yen except per share
information and share prices

Year ended March 31, 2007         Year ended March 31, 2008

1st Qtr. 2nd Qtr. 3rd Qtr. 4th Qtr. 1st Qtr. 2nd Qtr. 3rd Qtr. 4th Qtr.
Revenues and other income:

 Operating revenue:
  Net sales ¥190,415 ¥188,143 ¥214,252 ¥199,631 ¥182,534 ¥200,212 ¥210,891 ¥178,841
  Royalty revenue 1,261 500 349 2,551 107 308 148 1,436
   Total operating revenue 191,676 188,643 214,601 202,182 182,641 200,520 211,039 180,277
 Other income 1,804 2,097 3,031 2,442 16,121 977 1,805 2,054
   Total revenues and other income 193,480 190,740 217,632 204,624 198,762 201,497 212,844 182,331
Cost and expenses 185,476 186,120 212,151 230,446 182,577 200,037 205,224 204,162
Income (loss) from continuing

8,004 4,620 5,481 (25,822) 16,185 1,460 7,620 (21,831) operations before income taxes
Income taxes 2,744 3,470 2,634 (7,090) 3,651 3,927 5,929 7,749
Minority interest in losses

246 (245) (406) 1 (92) (46) (63) (105)  (earnings) of subsidiaries
Equity in earnings (losses) of 

40 (18) (5) 326 (111) 118 60 69 affiliated companies
Income (loss) from continuing

5,546 887 2,436 (18,405) 12,331 (2,395) 1,688 (29,616) operations
Income from discontinued 

116 2,659 – – – – – – operations, net of tax
Net income (loss) ¥  5,662 ¥  3,546 ¥  2,436 ¥ (18,405) ¥ 12,331 ¥ (2,395) ¥  1,688 ¥ (29,616)
Basic net income (loss)
 per share of common stock:
 Income (loss) from 

¥31.80 ¥ 5.09 ¥13.97 ¥(105.52) ¥70.70 ¥(13.73) ¥9.43 ¥(144.46)  continuing operations
 Income from discontinued

0.66 15.24 – – – – – –  operations, net of tax
 Net income (loss) ¥32.46 ¥20.33 ¥13.97 ¥(105.52) ¥70.70 ¥(13.73) ¥9.43 ¥(144.46)
Diluted net income (loss)
 per share of common stock:
 Income (loss) from

¥28.87 ¥ 4.28 ¥12.46 ¥(105.52) ¥64.68 ¥(13.73) ¥8.31 ¥(144.46)   continuing operations
 Income from discontinued

0.61 14.04 – – – – – –   operations, net of tax
 Net income (loss) ¥29.48 ¥18.32 ¥12.46 ¥(105.52) ¥64.68 ¥(13.73) ¥8.31 ¥(144.46)
Share prices on the Tokyo Stock Exchange:
 High ¥2,120 ¥2,295 ¥2,075 ¥1,751 ¥1,837 ¥1,738 ¥1,459 ¥1,282
 Low 1,628 1,630 1,586 1,480 1,482 1,262 917 722

Note:  In fiscal 2007, the Company sold subsidiaries involved in the electronic components business. As a result, the operating results of these subsidiaries and 
the gain on the sales are presented as income from discontinued operations in the consolidated statements of operations.
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Consolidated Balance Sheets
Pioneer Corporation and Subsidiaries
March 31

Millions of Yen

Thousands of 
U.S. Dollars

(Note 1)

Assets 2007 2008 2008 

Current assets:
Cash and cash equivalents—

Cash, including time deposits of ¥30,487 million—

  $304,870 thousand (¥41,342 million in 2007) ¥ 101,820 ¥  81,180 $   811,800 

Trade receivables—

Notes  2,210  1,192  11,920 

Accounts (Notes 7 and 12)  118,446  94,257  942,570 

Allowance for doubtful notes and accounts (Note 24)  (2,781)  (2,381)  (23,810)

Inventories (Note 8)  105,331  104,168  1,041,680 

Deferred income taxes (Note 14)  28,245  20,254  202,540 

Prepaid expenses and other current assets  40,821  50,567  505,670 

Total current assets  394,092  349,237  3,492,370 

Investments and long-term receivables:

Available-for-sale securities (Notes 3 and 6)  22,265  32,357  323,570 

Investments in and advances to affi liated companies (Note 9)  1,998  2,226  22,260 

Sundry investments (Notes 6 and 22)  2,857  1,662  16,620 

Long-term receivables, less allowance for doubtful accounts of 

  ¥109 million—$1,090 thousand (¥106 million in 2007) (Note 24)  99  152  1,520 

Total investments and long-term receivables  27,219  36,397  363,970 

Property, plant and equipment (Note 11):

Land (Notes 12 and 18)  33,196  33,801  338,010 

Buildings (Notes 12 and 18)  114,727  104,524  1,045,240 

Machinery and equipment  235,779  214,091  2,140,910 

Construction in progress  15,035  5,317  53,170 

Total  398,737  357,733  3,577,330 

Accumulated depreciation  (252,262)  (234,981) (2,349,810)

Net property, plant and equipment  146,475  122,752  1,227,520 

Other assets:

Intangible assets (Note 10)  18,248  15,914  159,140 

Goodwill (Note 10) –  1,824  18,240 

Deferred income taxes (Note 14)  37,903  39,915  399,150 

Other  11,537  10,077  100,770 

Total other assets  67,688  67,730  677,300 

Total assets ¥ 635,474 ¥ 576,116 $ 5,761,160 

See notes to consolidated financial statements.
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Millions of Yen

Thousands of 
U.S. Dollars

(Note 1)

Liabilities and Shareholders’ Equity 2007 2008 2008 

Current liabilities:
Short-term borrowings (Note 12) ¥ 12,028 ¥ 14,812  $  148,120 

Current portion of long-term debt (Note 12)  6,577  13,672  136,720 

Trade payables  93,351  86,195  861,950 

Accrued liabilities—

Taxes on income  7,674  5,601  56,010 

Payroll  16,965  16,346  163,460 

Royalty  17,164  14,002  140,020 

Other  46,928  39,418  394,180 

Warranty reserve (Note 24)  6,843  5,265  52,650 

Dividends payable  872  513  5,130 

Deposit on sales contract (Note 18)  14,112 – –

Other current liabilities  20,199  26,183  261,830 

Total current liabilities  242,713  222,007  2,220,070 

Long-term liabilities:

Long-term debt (Note 12)  86,015  72,041  720,410 

Accrued pension and severance cost (Note 13)  23,793  30,319  303,190 

Deferred income taxes (Note 14)  285  281  2,810 

Other long-term liabilities  263  2,711  27,110 

Total long-term liabilities  110,356  105,352  1,053,520 

Commitments and contingent liabilities (Note 25)

Minority interests (Note 4)  14,289  1,362  13,620 

Shareholders’ equity (Note 15):

Common stock, no par value (Note 3)

Authorized—400,000,000 shares

Issued—180,063,836 shares—2007 and 210,063,836 shares—2008  49,049  69,824  698,240 

Capital surplus (Note 3)  82,983  103,578  1,035,780 

Retained earnings  165,321  145,295  1,452,950 

Accumulated other comprehensive loss (Note 17)  (16,784)  (60,178)  (601,780)

Treasury stock at cost, 5,647,513 shares—2007 

 and 5,046,888 shares—2008  (12,453)  (11,124)  (111,240)

Total shareholders’ equity  268,116  247,395  2,473,950 

Total liabilities and shareholders’ equity ¥635,474 ¥576,116  $5,761,160 

See notes to consolidated financial statements.
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Consolidated Statements of Operations
Pioneer Corporation and Subsidiaries
Years ended March 31

Millions of Yen

Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

(Note 1)

2006 2007 2008 2008 

Revenues and other income:

Operating revenue:
Net sales ¥746,424 ¥792,441 ¥772,478  $7,724,780 

Royalty revenue  8,540  4,661  1,999  19,990 

Total operating revenue  754,964  797,102  774,477  7,744,770 

Interest income  2,658  5,873  6,508  65,080 

Gain on sale of fi xed assets (Note 18) –  1,238  12,426  124,260 

Others (Notes 6 and 19)  6,789  2,263  2,023  20,230 

Total revenues and other income  764,411  806,476    795,434  7,954,340 

Cost and expenses:

Cost of sales  593,238  614,444  601,875  6,018,750 

Selling, general and administrative expenses  178,135  170,171  161,695  1,616,950 

Interest expense  1,479  2,622  1,897  18,970 

Loss on sale and disposal of fi xed assets  2,704  1,423  684  6,840 

Other deductions (Notes 11, 18 and 19)  60,020  25,533  25,849  258,490 

Total cost and expenses  835,576  814,193  792,000  7,920,000 

Income (loss) from continuing operations before income taxes  (71,165)  (7,717)  3,434  34,340 

Income taxes (Note 14):

Current  8,074  9,180  7,979  79,790 

Deferred  (12,734)  (7,422)  13,277  132,770 

Total income taxes  (4,660)  1,758  21,256  212,560 

Loss from continuing operations before minority interest 

  and equity in earnings (losses)  (66,505)  (9,475)  (17,822)  (178,220)

Minority interest in losses (earnings) of subsidiaries  4,774  (404)  (306)  (3,060)

Equity in earnings (losses) of affi liated companies (Note 9)  (24,027)  343  136  1,360 

Loss from continuing operations  (85,758)  (9,536)  (17,992)  (179,920)

Income from discontinued operations, net of tax (Note 5)  772  2,775 –  – 

Net loss ¥ (84,986) ¥  (6,761) ¥ (17,992)  $  (179,920)

Yen
U.S. Dollars

(Note 1)

2006 2007 2008 2008 

Basic net income (loss) per share of common stock (Note 23):

Loss from continuing operations ¥(491.66) ¥(54.67) ¥(98.23)  $(0.98)

Income from discontinued operations, net of tax  4.43  15.91  – – 

Net loss ¥(487.23) ¥(38.76) ¥(98.23)  $(0.98)

Diluted net income (loss) per share of common stock (Note 23):

Loss from continuing operations ¥(491.66) ¥(54.67) ¥(98.23)  $(0.98)

Income from discontinued operations, net of tax  4.43  15.91  –  –

Net loss ¥(487.23) ¥(38.76) ¥(98.23)  $(0.98)

See notes to consolidated financial statements.
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Consolidated Statements of Shareholders’ Equity
Pioneer Corporation and Subsidiaries
Years ended March 31

Millions of Yen

Number of 
Shares 
Issued

 (Thousands)
Common

Stock
Capital
Surplus

Retained
Earnings

Accumulated
Other

Comprehensive
Loss

Treasury
Stock

Total
Shareholders’

Equity

Balance at March 31, 2005 180,064 ¥49,049 ¥ 82,735 ¥260,556 ¥(47,669) ¥(12,432) ¥332,239 
Comprehensive income (loss):

Net loss  (84,986)  (84,986)
Other comprehensive income (Note 17)  27,577  27,577 

Total comprehensive loss  (57,409)
Value ascribed to stock options (Note 16)  175  175 
Cash dividends (¥10.00 per share)  (1,744)  (1,744)
Acquisition of treasury stock (Note 15)  (12)  (12)
Disposal of treasury stock  1  1 
Balance at March 31, 2006 180,064  49,049  82,910  173,826  (20,092)  (12,443)  273,250 
Comprehensive income (loss):

Net loss  (6,761)  (6,761)
Other comprehensive income (Note 17)  5,091  5,091 

Total comprehensive loss  (1,670)
Adjustment to initially apply 
 SFAS No. 158  (1,783)  (1,783)
Value ascribed to stock options (Note 16)  73  73 
Cash dividends (¥10.00 per share)  (1,744)  (1,744)
Acquisition of treasury stock (Note 15)  (12)  (12)
Disposal of treasury stock  2  2 
Balance at March 31, 2007 180,064  49,049  82,983  165,321  (16,784)  (12,453)  268,116 
Adjustment to initially apply 
 FIN No. 48 (Note 14)  (302)  (302)
Comprehensive loss:

Net loss  (17,992)  (17,992)
Other comprehensive loss (Note 17)  (43,394)  (43,394)

Total comprehensive loss  (61,386)
Issuance of new shares (Note 3)  30,000  20,775  20,583  41,358 
Value ascribed to stock options (Note 16) 12  12 
Cash dividends (¥7.50 per share)  (1,385)  (1,385)
Acquisition of treasury stock (Note 15)  (9)  (9)
Disposal of treasury stock (Note 4)  (347)  1,338  991 
Balance at March 31, 2008 210,064 ¥69,824 ¥103,578 ¥145,295 ¥(60,178) ¥(11,124) ¥247,395 

Thousands of U.S. Dollars (Note 1)

Common
Stock

Capital
Surplus

Retained
Earnings

Accumulated
Other

Comprehensive
Loss

Treasury
Stock

Total
Shareholders’

Equity

Balance at March 31, 2007 $490,490 $  829,830 $1,653,210 $(167,840) $(124,530) $2,681,160
Adjustment to initially apply
 FIN No. 48 (Note 14) (3,020) (3,020)
Comprehensive loss:

Net loss (179,920) (179,920)
Other comprehensive loss (Note 17) (433,940) (433,940)

Total comprehensive loss (613,860)
Issuance of new shares (Note 3) 207,750 205,830 413,580
Value ascribed to stock options (Note 16) 120 120
Cash dividends ($0.08 per share) (13,850) (13,850)
Acquisition of treasury stock (Note 15) (90) (90)
Disposal of treasury stock (Note 4) (3,470) 13,380 9,910
Balance at March 31, 2008 $698,240 $1,035,780 $1,452,950 $(601,780) $(111,240) $2,473,950

See notes to consolidated financial statements.
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Consolidated Statements of Cash Flows
Pioneer Corporation and Subsidiaries
Years ended March 31

Millions of Yen

Thousands of 
U.S. Dollars

(Note 1)

2006 2007 2008 2008 

Operating activities:

Net loss ¥ (84,986)  ¥  (6,761)  ¥  (17,992)  $ (179,920)
Adjustments to reconcile net loss to net cash provided
by operating activities:

Depreciation and amortization  46,703  41,127  33,309  333,090 
Minority interest in earnings (losses) of subsidiaries  (4,773)  404  306  3,060 
Equity in (earnings) losses of affi liated companies, less dividends  24,031  (329)  (51)  (510)
Deferred income taxes  (13,056)  (7,422)  13,277  132,770 
Provision for pension and severance cost, less payments  (2,862)  (3,263)  (4,064)  (40,640)
Loss (gain) on sale and disposal of fi xed assets, net  2,704  185  (11,742)  (117,420)
Impairment of long-lived assets  41,422  22,711  23,293  232,930 
Write-down of available-for-sale securities and sundry investments  133  38  334  3,340 
Gains on sale of available-for-sale securities and sundry investments, net  (5,673)  (1,154)  (758)  (7,580)
Gain on sale of discontinued operations  (434)  (2,488) –  – 
Stock-based compensation expenses  175  73  12  120 
Decrease (increase) in trade notes and accounts receivable  19,329  (6,348)  18,869  188,690 
Decrease (increase)  in inventories  9,530  4,380  (6,986)  (69,860)
Decrease (increase) in prepaid expenses and other current assets  (7,898)  1,689  (10,442)  (104,420)
Increase (decrease) in trade payables  13,941  (11,841)  (358)  (3,580)
Increase (decrease) in accrued taxes on income  2,069  (219)  (2,549)  (25,490)
Increase (decrease) in other accrued liabilities  22,045  (12,225)  (9,788)  (97,880)
Other  5,929  (1,805)  (2,638)  (26,380)

Net cash provided by operating activities  68,329  16,752  22,032  220,320 

Investing activities:
Purchase of fi xed assets  (40,325)  (41,932)  (41,989)  (419,890)
Purchase of investment securities  (6)  (179)  (722)  (7,220)
Purchase of available-for-sale securities (Note 3)  (1)  (2,478)  (19,843)  (198,430)
Payment for additional investments in subsidiaries (Note 4) –  (485)  (14,732)  (147,320)
Payment for other assets  (578)  (253)  (739)  (7,390)
Proceeds from sale of fi xed assets  3,049  2,284  3,251  32,510 
Proceeds from sale of discontinued operations (Note 5)  754  10,949 –  –
Proceeds from sale of investment securities  282  1,496  1,822  18,220 
Proceeds from sale of available-for-sale securities  7,068  28  671  6,710 
Deposit on sales contract (Note 18) –  14,112  – – 
Other  (2)  (10)  (92)  (920)

Net cash used in investing activities  (29,759)  (16,468)  (72,373)  (723,730)

Financing activities:
Payment of long-term debt  (26,123)  (7,244)  (6,582)  (65,820)
Increase (decrease) in short-term borrowings  (8,616)  (12,917)  3,092  30,920 
Proceeds from issuance of new shares, net of issuance cost (Note 3) –  –  41,358  413,580 
Acquisition of treasury stock (Note 15)  (12)  (12)  (9)  (90)
Proceeds from sales of treasury stock  1  2  1  10 
Dividends paid  (3,499)  (1,308)  (1,744)  (17,440)
Dividends paid to minority interests  (302)  (194)  (184)  (1,840)

Net cash provided by (used in) fi nancing activities  (38,551)  (21,673)  35,932  359,320 

Effect of exchange rate changes on cash and cash equivalents  4,980  1,529  (6,231)  (62,310)

Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents  4,999  (19,860)  (20,640)  (206,400)

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year  116,681  121,680 101,820  1,018,200 

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year  ¥121,680  ¥101,820  ¥ 81,180  $  811,800 

See notes to consolidated financial statements.
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Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
Pioneer Corporation and Subsidiaries

1. Basis of presentation and significant accounting policies: 
1) Basis of Presentation

Basis of Financial Statements—

The accompanying consolidated financial statements are 

stated in Japanese yen, the currency of the country in which 

Pioneer Corporation (Pioneer Kabushiki Kaisha) (the “parent 

company”) is incorporated. The translation of Japanese yen 

amounts into U.S. dollar amounts for the year ended March 

31, 2008 is included solely for the convenience of readers 

outside Japan and has been made at the rate of ¥100 to 

US$1.00, the approximate rate of exchange prevailing at the 

Tokyo Foreign Exchange Market at March 31, 2008. Such 

translation should not be construed as a representation that 

Japanese yen amounts could be converted into U.S. dollars at 

the above or any other rate.

The accompanying consolidated financial statements have 

been prepared on the basis of accounting principles generally 

accepted in the United States (“U.S. GAAP”) concerning the 

operations of the parent company and its majority-owned 

subsidiaries (together, the “Company”), except for the omission 

of segment information as required by Statement of Financial 

Accounting Standards (“SFAS”) No. 131, “Disclosures about 

Segments of an Enterprise and Related Information.”

The accompanying consolidated financial statements 

reflect the adjustments which management believes are nec-

essary to conform them with U.S. GAAP. Effect has been given 

in the consolidated financial statements to adjustments which, 

because of either customary accounting practices in Japan or 

income tax law requirements, have not been entered in the 

Company’s general books of account.

Nature of Operations—

The Company is engaged in the development, manufacture and 

sale of electronic products. The Company is a leading global 

manufacturer of consumer- and business-use electronic prod-

ucts such as car electronics, audio/video and plasma displays.

The principal production activities of the Company are 

carried out in Asia including Japan, the United States, and 

Europe. The Company’s products are generally sold under its 

own brand names, principally “Pioneer.” The principal markets 

for the Company are Japan, the United States, Europe and 

Asia. The Company sells its products to customers in con-

sumer and commercial markets through its sales offices in 

Japan, and its sales subsidiaries and independent distributors 

overseas. On an OEM (original equipment manufacturing) 

basis, the Company markets certain products, such as car 

electronics products, to other companies.

Use of Estimates—

The preparation of the consolidated financial statements in 

conformity with generally accepted accounting principles 

requires management to make estimates and assumptions 

that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and 

the disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the dates 

of these statements and the reported amounts of revenues 

and expenses during the reporting period.

Due to the inherent uncertainty involved in making esti-

mates, actual results could differ from those estimates.

2) Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Consolidation and Investments in Affiliated Companies—

The consolidated financial statements include the accounts of 

the parent company and its majority-owned subsidiaries. 

Investments in 20% to 50% owned companies are accounted 

for by the equity method of accounting. All significant inter-

company transactions have been eliminated.

Foreign Currency Translation—

For all significant foreign operations, the functional currency is 

the local currency. Generally, all asset and liability accounts of 

foreign operations are translated into Japanese yen at year-

end rates and all revenue and expense accounts are translated 

at rates prevailing at the time of the transactions. The resulting 

translation adjustments are accumulated and reported as a 

component of accumulated other comprehensive income (loss).

Foreign currency assets and liabilities are translated at 

year-end exchange rates and resulting exchange gains and 

losses are recognized in earnings currently.

Revenue Recognition—

Sales are generally recorded when merchandise is shipped or 

delivered to customers. Recognition of sales occurs when the 

title and risks and rewards of ownership are transferred to 

customers based on sales contracts. In certain cases, terms of 

the contract require the product to pass customer inspection 

after delivery and the Company records the sale upon satisfac-

tory customer acceptance. Royalty revenue, which is based on 

actual amounts produced or sold by the licensee, is recog-

nized when either a royalty report or payment is received from 

the licensee, whichever is earlier. Until such time, this revenue 

is not considered to have met the recognition criterion of being 

fixed or determinable, nor is collectibility reasonably assured. 

The Company normally does not accept returns except for 

warranty issues, noncompliance with purchase order 
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specifications and returns from end-users to certain dealers. 

The financial impact of the future returns are estimated and 

reserved based on historical experience.

Costs incurred by the Company in connection with sales 

incentives related to the purchase or promotion of the Com-

pany’s products are classified as a reduction of revenues in 

accordance with Emerging Issues Task Force (“EITF”) Issue 

No. 01-9, “Accounting for Consideration Given by a Vendor to 

a Customer (Including a Reseller of the Vendor’s Products).” 

Such costs include the estimated cost of promotional dis-

counts, dealer price protection, dealer rebates, consumer 

rebates, cash discounts, and support for dealers’ promotion of 

the Company’s products. Sales incentives that are dependent 

on future customer performance are estimated and recorded 

at the later of when the original sale is recorded or when the 

incentive is offered.

Cash and Cash Equivalents—

Cash and cash equivalents include cash on hand and deposits 

in bank including time deposits. The Company considers all 

time deposits with an original maturity of one year or less to be 

cash equivalents. Such time deposits can be withdrawn at any 

time without diminution of the principal amount.

Available-for-Sale Securities—

Under SFAS No. 115, “Accounting for Certain Investments in 

Debt and Equity Securities,” all debt securities and marketable 

equity securities held by the Company are classified as available-

for-sale securities, and are carried at their fair values with unre-

alized gains and losses reported in other comprehensive 

income (loss). The cost of securities is determined using the 

average-cost method.

The Company reviews the fair value of its available-for-

sale securities on a regular basis to determine if the fair value 

of any individual security has declined below its cost and if 

such decline is other than temporary. If the decline in value is 

judged to be other than temporary, the cost basis of the secu-

rity is written down to fair value and the resulting realized loss 

is included in the consolidated statements of operations. For 

such marketable debt and equity securities, we assume the 

decline is other than temporary when market value is less than 

cost for a period of six months, or sooner depending on the 

severity of decline or other factors.

Sundry Investments—

Sundry investments are stated at cost. The Company reviews 

the investments for impairment when the events or changes in 

circumstances that may have a significant adverse effect on 

the value of those investments are identified. The investments 

are written down if the value of investments is estimated to 

have declined and such decline is other than temporary.

Inventories—

Inventories are valued at the lower of cost, which is determined 

principally by the average-cost method, or market, which is net 

realizable value. Inventories are reviewed periodically and 

items considered to be slow moving or obsolete are written 

down to market.

Property, Plant and Equipment and Depreciation—

Property, plant and equipment are stated at cost. Depreciation 

is computed principally using the declining-balance method for 

assets located in Japan and under the straight-line method for 

assets located outside Japan, using rates based on the esti-

mated useful lives of the assets.

The principal ranges of estimated useful lives are as follows: 

Buildings 15–65 years

Machinery and equipment 1–10 years

Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets—

Under SFAS No. 142, “Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets,” 

acquired goodwill and other intangible assets that are deter-

mined to have an indefinite life are no longer amortized. 

Instead, the carrying values of these assets are reviewed for 

impairment at least annually, or more frequently if events or 

changes in circumstances indicate that the asset might be 

impaired. Intangible assets that are determined to have a 

definite life are amortized over their estimated useful lives. 

Amortization of intangible assets with definite lives is computed 

using the straight-line method with no residual value. The cost 

of patents is amortized principally over seven years and soft-

ware is amortized principally over two to five years.

Long-Lived Assets—

Under SFAS No. 144, “Accounting for the Impairment or Dis-

posal of Long-Lived Assets,” the Company reviews its long-

lived assets and certain identifiable intangibles for impairment 

whenever events or changes in circumstances indicate that the 

carrying amount of an asset group may not be recoverable. 

For the purpose of assessment of an impairment loss, the 

Company groups long-lived assets with other assets and 
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liabilities at the lowest level for which identifiable cash flows are 

largely independent of the cash flows of other assets and 

liabilities. When the sum of expected future cash flows is less 

than the carrying amount of the asset group, an impairment 

loss is recognized. Such impairment loss is measured as the 

amount by which the carrying amount of the asset group 

exceeds the fair value of the asset group.

Warranty Reserve—

The Company engages in extensive product quality programs 

and processes including actively monitoring and evaluating the 

quality of component suppliers. The Company’s warranty 

obligation is affected by product failure rates and service costs 

incurred in correcting product failure. The Company provides 

for the estimated cost of product warranties at the time rev-

enue is recognized. These estimates are established using 

historical information.

Long-Term Debt—

Premiums and issuance costs of long-term debt are amortized 

over the term of long-term debt using the interest method.

Income Taxes—

Income taxes are provided based on the asset and liability 

method of accounting. Deferred income taxes are recorded to 

reflect the tax consequences in future years of differences 

between the tax basis of assets and liabilities and their financial 

reporting amounts at year-end. These deferred taxes are mea-

sured by applying currently enacted tax laws. A valuation 

allowance is established to reduce deferred tax assets if it is 

more likely than not that all, or some portion, of such deferred 

tax assets will not be realized.

The Company recognizes the financial statement effects 

of tax positions when it is more likely than not, based on the 

technical merits, that the tax positions will be sustained upon 

examination by the tax authorities. Benefits from tax positions 

that meet the more-likely-than-not recognition threshold are 

measured at the largest amount of benefit that is greater than 

50 percent likely of being realized upon settlement. Interest 

and penalties accrued related to unrecognized tax benefits are 

included in income taxes in the consolidated statements of 

operations.

Research and Development Costs and Advertising Costs—

Research and development costs and advertising costs are 

expensed as incurred.

Shipping and Handling Costs—

Shipping and handling costs totaled ¥16,512 million, ¥16,449 

million and ¥16,482 million ($164,820 thousand) for the years 

ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008, respectively, and are 

included in selling, general and administrative expenses in the 

consolidated statements of operations.

Accounting for Stock-Based Compensation—

The Company accounted for its stock-based compensation 

agreements using the fair value based method in accordance 

with SFAS No. 123, “Accounting for Stock-Based Compen-

sation.” The Company adopted SFAS No. 123 (revised 2004), 

“Share-Based Payment,” during the year ended March 31, 2007.

Net Income (Loss) per Share—

Basic net income (loss) per share has been computed by 

dividing net income (loss) available to holders of common 

stock by the weighted-average number of shares of common 

stock outstanding during each year. Diluted net income (loss) 

per share reflects the potential dilution and has been com-

puted on the basis that all dilutive potential common stocks 

were exercised.

Derivatives—

Derivative financial instruments utilized by the Company are 

comprised principally of forward exchange contracts, currency 

options and currency swaps. Forward exchange contracts and 

currency options, the majority of which mature within six 

months, and currency swaps, which mature during 2008, are 

utilized to hedge exposures to foreign exchange risk and inter-

est risk. The Company does not hold or issue derivative finan-

cial instruments for trading purposes.

The Company adopted SFAS No. 133, “Accounting for 

Derivative Instruments and Hedging Activities,” as amended by 

SFAS No. 138, “Accounting for Certain Derivative Instruments 

and Certain Hedging Activities—an amendment of FASB 

Statement No. 133,” and by SFAS No. 149, “Amendment of 

SFAS No. 133 on Derivative Instruments and Hedging Activi-

ties.” Under SFAS No. 133, all derivative instruments are rec-

ognized in the balance sheet at their fair values and changes in 

fair value are recognized immediately in earnings, unless the 

derivatives qualify as hedges of future cash flows. For deriva-

tives qualifying as hedges of future cash flows, the effective 

portion of changes in fair value is recorded in other compre-

hensive income, then recognized in earnings along with the 

related effects of the hedged items. Any ineffective portion of 

hedges is reported in earnings as it occurs.
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Forward exchange contracts and currency swaps are 

utilized to hedge certain foreign currency and interest rate 

exposures. However, none of these derivatives were desig-

nated as hedging instruments under SFAS No. 133 at March 

31, 2006, 2007 and 2008. Unrealized gains and losses on 

such instruments are recognized currently in earnings.

New Accounting Standards—

In June 2006, the Financial Accounting Standards Board 

(“FASB”) issued FASB Interpretation No. 48, “Accounting for 

Uncertainty in Income Taxes, an interpretation of FASB State-

ment No. 109” (“FIN No. 48”). FIN No. 48 clarifies the account-

ing for uncertainty in income taxes recognized in accordance 

with SFAS No. 109, ”Accounting for Income Taxes.”  FIN No. 

48 prescribes a two-step recognition threshold and measure-

ment attribute for financial statement recognition and measure-

ment of a tax position taken or expected to be taken in a tax 

return. This interpretation requires that realization of an uncer-

tain income tax position must be “more likely than not” before 

it can be recognized in the financial statements. In addition, 

FIN No. 48 provides guidance on measurement, derecognition, 

classification, interest and penalties, accounting in interim peri-

ods, and disclosure and transition. The Company adopted FIN 

No. 48 as of April 1, 2007. As a result of the adoption, the 

retained earnings decreased by ¥302 million ($3,020 thousand).

In September 2006, the FASB issued SFAS No. 157, “Fair 

Value Measurements,” which is effective for fiscal years begin-

ning after November 15, 2007. SFAS No. 157 defines fair 

value, establishes a framework for measuring fair value in 

accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, 

and expands disclosures about fair value measurements. 

SFAS No. 157 is applicable whenever another accounting 

pronouncement requires or permits assets and liabilities to be 

measured at fair value. SFAS No. 157 does not expand or 

require any new fair value measures. In February 2008, the 

FASB issued FASB Staff Position (“FSP”) No. FAS 157-1, 

“Application of FASB Statement No. 157 to FASB Statement 

No. 13 and Other Accounting Pronouncements That Address 

Fair Value Measurements for Purposes of Lease Classification 

or Measurement under Statement 13,” which removes certain 

leasing transactions from the scope of SFAS No. 157, and 

FSP No. FAS 157-2, “Effective Date of FASB Statement No. 

157,” which defers the effective date of SFAS No. 157 for one 

year for certain nonfinancial assets and nonfinancial liabilities 

other than items that are recognized or disclosed at fair value 

in the financial statements on a recurring basis (at least annu-

ally). The adoption of this standard is not expected to have any 

material impact on the Company’s consolidated statements of 

operations or financial position.

In September 2006, the FASB issued SFAS No. 158, 

“Employers’ Accounting for Defined Benefit Pension and Other 

Postretirement Plans—an amendment of FASB Statements 

No. 87, 88, 106, and 132(R).” SFAS No. 158 requires an 

employer to: (a) recognize the over-funded or under-funded 

status of a defined benefit postretirement plan as an asset or 

liability in its statement of financial position, (b) recognize 

changes in that funded status in the year in which the changes 

occur through comprehensive income, (c) measure the funded 

status of a plan as of the date of its year-end statement of 

financial position, with limited exceptions, and (d) disclose in 

the notes to financial statements certain additional information. 

The Company initially adopted the recognition and related 

disclosure provisions (a), (b) and (d) above of SFAS No. 158 as 

of the end of the year ended March 31, 2007. The adoption of 

the measurement date provisions (c) above will be effective for 

the year ending March 31, 2009, however, the Company has 

historically measured its plans as of the date of its year-end 

statement of financial position.

In February 2007, the FASB issued SFAS No. 159, “The 

Fair Value Option for Financial Assets and Financial Liabilities—

Including an amendment of FASB Statement No. 115.” SFAS 

No. 159 permits entities to choose to measure many financial 

instruments and certain other items at fair value and report 

unrealized gains and losses in earnings. If an entity elects the fair 

value option for an eligible item, changes in that item’s fair value 

in subsequent reporting periods must be recognized in current 

earnings. SFAS No. 159 is effective for fiscal years beginning 

after November 15, 2007. The adoption of this standard is not 

expected to have any material impact on the Company’s con-

solidated statements of operations or financial position.

In June 2007, the EITF ratified the EITF consensus on 

EITF Issue No. 07-3 “Accounting for Nonrefundable Advance 

Payments for Goods or Services Received for Use in Future 

Research and Development Activities” (“EITF 07-3”). EITF 07-3 

requires that nonrefundable advance payments for future R&D 

activities should be capitalized and recognized as an expense 

as the goods are delivered or services are performed. EITF 

07-3 is effective for fiscal years beginning after December 15, 

2007. The adoption of this guidance is not expected to have 

any material impact on the Company’s consolidated state-

ments of operations or financial position.

In December 2007, the FASB issued SFAS No. 141 

(revised 2007), “Business Combinations”(“SFAS No. 141(R)”). 

SFAS No. 141(R) requires the acquiring entity in a business 
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combination to recognize all (and only) the assets acquired and 

liabilities assumed in the transaction; establishes the acquision-

date fair value as the measurement objective for all assets 

acquired and liabilities assumed; and requires the acquirer to 

disclose to investors and other users all of the information they 

need to evaluate and understand the nature and financial 

effect of the business combination. SFAS No. 141(R) is effec-

tive for fiscal years beginning on or after December 15, 2008. 

The adoption of this standard is not expected to have any 

material impact on the Company’s consolidated statements of 

operations or financial position.

In December 2007, the FASB issued SFAS No. 160, 

“Noncontrolling Interests in Consolidated Financial Statements, 

an amendment of ARB No. 51.” SFAS No. 160 improves the 

relevance, comparability, and transparency of financial informa-

tion provided to investors by requiring all entities to report 

noncontrolling (minority) interests in subsidiaries in the same 

way as equity in the consolidated financial statements. More-

over, SFAS No. 160 eliminates the diversity that currently exists 

in accounting for transactions between an entity and noncon-

trolling interests by requiring they be treated as equity transac-

tions. SFAS No. 160 is effective for fiscal years beginning on or 

after December 15, 2008. The Company is currently assessing 

the impact the adoption will have on the Company’s consoli-

dated statements of operations or financial position.

In March 2008, the FASB issued SFAS No. 161, “Disclo-

sures about Derivative Instruments and Hedging Activities, an 

amendment of FASB Statement No. 133.” SFAS No. 161 is 

intended to improve financial reporting about derivative instru-

ments and hedging activities by requiring enhanced disclo-

sures, such as; additional information about how and why 

derivative instruments are being used; improved transparency 

about the location and amounts of derivative instruments in an 

entity’s financial statements; how derivative instruments and 

related hedged items are accounted for under Statement No. 

133; and how derivative instruments and related hedged items 

affect its financial position, financial performance, and cash 

flows. SFAS No. 161 achieves these improvements by requir-

ing disclosure of the fair values of derivative instruments and 

their gains and losses in a tabular format, etc. SFAS No. 161 is 

effective for financial statements issued for fiscal years and 

interim periods beginning after November 15, 2008, with early 

application encouraged. The adoption of this standard is not 

expected to have any material impact on the Company’s con-

solidated statements of operations or financial position. 

2. Supplemental cash flow information:
Selected cash payments and noncash activities for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 were as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

2006 2007 2008 2008 

Cash payment for interest ¥ 1,652 ¥  2,739  ¥ 2,259  $ 22,590 

Cash payment for income taxes 9,039  12,565  11,236  112,360 

Noncash investing activities:

Share exchange in connection with additional investments in subsidiaries:

Fair value of shares received – –  1,024  10,240 

Cost of shares surrendered – –  1,412  14,120 

Sales of discontinued operations:

Transferred assets  1,527  24,180 – – 

Transferred liabilities  (1,080) (15,615) – – 

Minority interest –  (20) – – 

Accumulated other comprehensive income  (127)  (84) – – 

Gain on sales  434  2,488 – – 

Cash received, net  754  10,949 – – 

Noncash fi nancing activities:

Assumption of long-term debts from an affi liated company  25,357 – – – 
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3. Issuance of new shares:
The parent company announced that at their meeting held on 

September 20, 2007, the board of directors resolved to issue 

30,000,000 new shares through a third-party allotment on 

December 20, 2007.

(Purpose of issuance of new shares)

The parent company and Sharp Corporation agreed to estab-

lish a business and capital alliance in order to enhance each 

company’s corporate value by creating new businesses by 

cooperating with each other through the use of their respective 

resources in the fields of next-generation DVD, networks, car 

electronics, audio/visual and others, and by expanding the 

quantity and size of transactions by adopting each other’s 

components and products. Pursuant to this agreement, the 

parent company decided to issue new shares through an 

allotment to Sharp.

Sharp announced that its board of directors resolved at a 

meeting on September 20, 2007 to dispose of 10,000,000 

shares of its treasury stock through a third-party allotment to 

the parent company for ¥19,750 million ($197,500 thousand).

(Outline of issuance of new shares)

(1) Issue price: 1,385 yen per share

(2) Aggregate issue price: 41,550 million yen

(3) Amount accounted for as stated capital: 692.5 yen per share

(4) Aggregate amount accounted for 

   as stated capital: 20,775 million yen

(5) Date of application for offering: December 19, 2007

(6) Delivery date of new shares: December 20, 2007

(Details of use of funds to be raised)

The funds to be raised through the issuance of new shares are 

scheduled to be applied mainly to working capital. In particular, 

the funds are to be applied to meet the increased demand for 

funds for the alliance and joint developments with Sharp.

(Change in major shareholders)

As a result of the third-party allotment, Sharp became a major 

shareholder (14.3% of post-allotment issued shares) of the 

parent company.

between the parent company and Tohoku Pioneer with the 

parent company’s common stock as consideration to make 

Tohoku Pioneer a wholly owned subsidiary of the parent com-

pany. (It resolved at the meeting of its board of directors held 

on July 31, 2007.) As a result of the share exchange that the 

parent company deliver the number of shares of common 

stock calculated by multiplying 1.31 by the aggregate number 

of shares of common stock of Tohoku Pioneer, the parent 

company became the wholly owning parent company of 

Tohoku Pioneer as of the effective date of October 1, 2007. 

The parent company delivered 640,216 of treasury stock for 

the share exchange. The common stock of Tohoku Pioneer 

was delisted from the Tokyo Stock Exchange on September 

25, 2007.

4. Additional investments in Tohoku Pioneer:
The parent company announced that it resolved, at the meet-

ing of its board of directors held on May 14, 2007, to acquire 

the shares and the stock acquisition rights of Tohoku Pioneer, 

to make it a wholly owned subsidiary through a tender offer. 

The parent company held 67.1% of the aggregate issued and 

outstanding shares of Tohoku Pioneer. The parent company 

conducted a tender offer (purchase price in the amount of 

2,210 yen) during the period from May 15, 2007 through June 

19, 2007 to acquire all of the issued and outstanding shares 

and the stock acquisition rights of Tohoku Pioneer. As a result, 

the parent company held 97.6% of the aggregate number of 

the issued shares (19,557,485 shares) of Tohoku Pioneer. 

Since the parent company could not acquire all of the issued 

and outstanding shares of Tohoku Pioneer through the tender 

offer, both companies agreed to implement a share exchange 
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5. Discontinued operations:
In accordance with SFAS No. 144, the Company presented 

the results of discontinued operations (including operations of 

subsidiaries that either have been disposed of or are classified 

as held for sale) as a separate line item in the consolidated 

statements of operations under “Income from discontinued 

operations, net of tax.” The cash flows attributable to the oper-

ating, investing and financing activities of the discontinued 

operations were not presented separately from the cash flows 

attributable to activities of the continuing operations.

Pioneer Digital Technologies, Inc. (“PDT”)—

During the year ended March 31, 2006, the Company decided 

to sell 100% of its shares in PDT through a management 

buyout. PDT was a wholly owned subsidiary which was 

engaged in the development of operating software for cable 

TV set-top boxes in the United States. The Company sold the 

shares for a cash consideration of ¥754 million and recognized 

a gain on the sale of ¥282 million, net of taxes, in the year 

ended March 31, 2006. The Company has no continuing 

involvement with PDT.

Pioneer Precision Machinery Corporation (“PPMC”) and its 

subsidiaries—

In order to improve management efficiency by concentrating 

resources in strategic businesses, on March 31, 2006, the 

Company reached a preliminary agreement with OMRON 

Corporation on the sale to OMRON of the Company’s entire 

investment in PPMC, a 99.5%-owned subsidiary of the Com-

pany, which had been engaged in manufacturing and market-

ing of high-precision parts for electronic equipment. 

The Company sold PPMC and its subsidiaries for a cash 

consideration of ¥10,949 million on August 1, 2006 and recog-

nized a gain on the sale of ¥2,488 million, net of taxes, during 

the year ended March 31, 2007.  

Summarized selected financial information for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 for the discontinued operations 

was as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

2006 2007 2008 2008 

Revenues  ¥30,282  ¥10,445 – – 

Cost and expenses  29,462  10,121 –  – 

Income before income taxes  820  324 – – 

Gain on sales of discontinued operations  434  2,488 – – 

Income taxes  482  37 – – 

Income from discontinued operations  ¥   772  ¥ 2,775 – – 
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At March 31, 2008, the fair value of marketable debt securities 

by contractual maturities for securities classified as available-

for-sale due in one year through five years were ¥78 million 

($780 thousand).

Gross realized gain on available-for-sale securities for the 

years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 were ¥5,626 

million, ¥11 million and ¥499 million ($4,990 thousand), 

respectively. There were no gross realized losses on available-

for-sale securities recorded for the years ended March 31, 

2006, 2007 and 2008. 

The Company owns marketable equity securities of cus-

tomers and financial institutions for the purpose of maintaining 

long-term relationships, whose share prices are highly volatile. 

For the years ended March 31, 2007 and 2008, losses on 

other-than-temporary impairment of marketable equity securi-

ties were ¥2 million and ¥329 million ($3,290 thousand), 

respectively. There was no loss on other-than-temporary 

impairment of marketable equity securities recorded for the 

year ended March 31, 2006. There was no loss on other-than-

temporary impairment of marketable debt securities recorded 

for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008.

The Company’s investments in available-for-sale securities 

in an unrealized holding loss position consisted primarily of 

marketable equity securities of domestic companies. The 

unrealized losses on these securities were due principally to 

the recent decline in stock prices in the Japanese market. The 

severity of decline in fair value less than cost was approxi-

mately 14% and the duration of the impairment was approxi-

mately one month. The Company evaluated the near-term 

prospects of the issuer as well as the severity and duration of 

the impairment. Based on that evaluation and the Company’s 

ability and intent to hold these investments for a reasonable 

period of time that is sufficient for a forecasted recovery of fair 

value, the Company did not consider these investments to be 

other-than-temporarily impaired at March 31, 2008.

Sundry investments consist of non-marketable equity 

securities and memberships. The aggregate cost of the Com-

pany’s non-marketable equity securities totaled ¥2,505 million 

and ¥1,321 million ($13,210 thousand) at March 31, 2007 and 

2008, respectively. The Company’s non-marketable equity 

securities were not evaluated for impairment because (a) it was 

not practicable to estimate the fair value and (b) the Company 

has not identified any events or changes in circumstances that 

might have a significant adverse effect on the fair value of 

those investments. 

6. Available-for-sale securities and sundry investments:
Cost, gross unrealized holding gains, gross unrealized holding losses and the aggregate fair value of available-for-sale securities at 

March 31, 2007 and 2008 were as follows:

Millions of Yen

2007 2008 

Cost

Gross 
Unrealized 

Holding 
Gains

Gross 
Unrealized 

Holding 
Losses

Aggregate 
Fair Value Cost

Gross 
Unrealized 

Holding 
Gains

Gross 
Unrealized 

Holding 
Losses

Aggregate 
Fair Value

Marketable equity securities:
¥7,212 ¥15,042  ¥(79)  ¥22,175  ¥26,550  ¥8,615  ¥(2,886)  ¥32,279Non-current

Marketable debt securities:
77 13  –  90  77  1 –  78 Non-current

Total ¥7,289 ¥15,055  ¥(79)  ¥22,265  ¥26,627  ¥8,616  ¥(2,886) ¥32,357

Thousands of U.S. Dollars

2008 

Cost

Gross 
Unrealized 

Holding 
Gains

Gross 
Unrealized 

Holding 
Losses

Aggregate 
Fair Value

Marketable equity securities:
Non-current   $265,500  $86,150  $(28,860)  $322,790 

Marketable debt securities:
Non-current  770  10 –  780 

Total  $266,270 $86,160 $(28,860) $323,570
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In the United States, the Company established PUSA 

Receivables Funding Corporation, a wholly owned, bankruptcy-

remote, special-purpose entity, and set up an accounts 

 receivable securitization program of eligible trade accounts 

receivable. A bankruptcy-remote subsidiary is a company that 

has been structured to make it highly unlikely that it would be 

drawn into a bankruptcy of the Company. Through this pro-

gram, the Company can securitize and sell, without recourse, 

on a revolving basis, an undivided interest up to $100 million in 

a pool of receivables to third-party conduits owned by a bank. 

The value assigned to undivided interests retained in securi-

tized trade receivables is based on the relative fair values of the 

interest retained and sold in the securitization. The Company 

has assumed that the fair value of the retained interest is 

equivalent to its carrying value as the receivables are short-

term in nature and high quality. These securitization transac-

tions are accounted for as sales in accordance with SFAS No. 

140, “Accounting for Transfers and Servicing of Financial 

Assets and Extinguishments of Liabilities,” because the Com-

pany has surrendered control over the receivables.

The Company sold a total of ¥9,706 million, ¥18,723 

million and ¥14,743 million ($147,430 thousand) of receivables 

under this program for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 

and 2008, respectively. The Company’s subordinated net 

retained interest in accounts receivable for securitization which 

has been recorded as a component of accounts receivable, 

was ¥6,918 million and ¥6,368 million ($63,680 thousand) at 

March 31, 2007 and 2008, respectively. The Company recog-

nized a loss of ¥42 million and a gain of ¥8 million and ¥16 

million ($160 thousand) on the securitization of receivables for 

the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008, respectively. 

The Company continues to service the sold receivables and is 

compensated at what is believed to be market rates. Accord-

ingly, no servicing asset or liability has been recorded.

In Japan and foreign countries, the Company set up sev-

eral accounts receivable sale programs of eligible trade 

accounts receivable. Through these programs, the Company 

can sell receivables, without recourse, to financial institutions. 

These transactions are accounted for as sales in accordance 

with SFAS No. 140 because the Company has surrendered 

control over the receivables. The Company sold a total of 

¥5,636 million, ¥11,691 million and ¥18,303 million ($183,030 

thousand) of receivables under these programs for the years 

ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008, respectively. Losses 

from these transactions were ¥24 million, ¥14 million and ¥40 

million ($400 thousand) for the years ended March 31, 2006, 

2007 and 2008, respectively. Although the Company contin-

ues servicing the sold receivables, no servicing liabilities are 

recorded because costs for collection of the sold receivables 

are immaterial.

8. Inventories:
Inventories at March 31, 2007 and 2008 are comprised of the following:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

2007 2008 2008 

Finished products ¥ 54,683  ¥ 54,404 $  544,040 

Work in process  21,687  21,818  218,180 

Materials and supplies  28,961  27,946  279,460 

Total ¥105,331  ¥104,168 $1,041,680 

7. Accounts receivable securitization programs:
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Investments in and advances to affiliated companies principally 

represent the Company’s equity in the underlying assets of 

20% to 50% owned companies. Dividends received from com-

panies accounted for by the equity method of accounting were 

¥4 million, ¥14 million and ¥85 million ($850 thousand), respec-

tively, for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008.

Retained earnings include the parent company’s and its 

consolidated subsidiaries’ equity in the undistributed earnings 

of 20% to 50% owned companies accounted for by the 

equity method of accounting in the amount of ¥840 million 

and ¥832 million ($8,320 thousand) at March 31, 2007 and 

2008, respectively.

Summarized financial information of companies owned 

20% to 50%, including ELDis, Inc., which was 47.5% owned 

by Tohoku Pioneer (itself, a 67.1% owned subsidiary, at that 

time (See Note 4), of the parent company) and was liquidated 

in March 2006 (See Note 18), accounted for by the equity 

method of accounting is as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

 2007 2008 2008 

Current assets ¥5,418 ¥5,878 $58,780

Property, plant and equipment 1,812 1,616 16,160

Other assets 556 599 5,990

Total assets ¥7,786 ¥8,093 $80,930

Current liabilities ¥2,507 ¥1,696 $16,960

Long-term liabilities 429 375 3,750

Shareholders’ equity 4,850 6,022 60,220

Total liabilities and shareholders’ equity ¥7,786 ¥8,093 $80,930

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

Years ended March 31 2006 2007 2008 2008 

Net sales ¥  6,974  ¥22,809  ¥26,305 $263,050 

Gross profi t 941  1,856  2,169  21,690 

Net income (loss) (24,720)  314  674  6,740 

9. Investments in and advances to affiliated companies:



Annual Report 2008 47

10. Goodwill and other intangible assets:
Intangible assets subject to amortization acquired during the 

year ended March 31, 2008 totaled ¥7,372 million ($73,720 

thousand) and consisted primarily of purchased software of 

¥5,839 million ($58,390 thousand). The weighted-average 

amortization periods for software and the total acquisitions in 

the year ended March 31, 2008 were 3.8 years and 4.5 

years, respectively.

Intangible assets subject to amortization are comprised of the following:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

2007 2008 2008 
Gross

Carrying
Amount

Accumulated
Amortization

Gross
Carrying
Amount

Accumulated
Amortization

Gross
Carrying
Amount

Accumulated
Amortization

Software ¥35,564 ¥(23,305) ¥46,447 ¥(34,825) $464,470 $(348,250)
Patents 8,601 (3,968) 8,817 (5,394) 88,170 (53,940)
Other 2,605 (1,249) 2,036 (1,167) 20,360 (11,670)

Total ¥46,770 ¥(28,522) ¥57,300 ¥(41,386) $573,000 $(413,860)

The aggregate amortization expense for intangible assets for 

the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 was ¥8,662 

million, ¥8,498 million and ¥7,374 million ($73,740 thousand), 

respectively. The estimated aggregate amortization expenses for 

intangible assets for the next five years are as follows:  

Years ending March 31 Millions of Yen
Thousands of

U.S. Dollars

2009 ¥7,523 $75,230 
2010 3,967 39,670 
2011 2,736 27,360 
2012 1,227 12,270 
2013 421 4,210 

The change in the carrying amount of goodwill for the year 

ended March 31, 2008 is as follows:

Year ending March 31

Millions of Yen
Thousands of

U.S. Dollars

2008 2008

Balance at beginning of year  – – 
Goodwill acquired during year  ¥1,824  $18,240 
Balance at end of year  ¥1,824  $18,240 

The goodwill acquired during the year ended March 31, 

2008 principally relates to the additional investments in Tohoku 

Pioneer (See Note 4).
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11. Impairment losses of long-lived assets:
The Company recognized impairment losses of long-lived 

assets in accordance with the provisions of SFAS No. 144 

during the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008. 

Impairment losses are included in other deductions of cost and 

expenses in the consolidated statements of operations (See 

Note 19). See Note 18, “Restructuring plans” for the impair-

ment losses of long-lived assets recognized in connection with 

the restructuring plans. 

The Company recognized impairment losses of long-lived 

assets in the aggregate of ¥41,422 million for the year ended 

March 31, 2006.

During the year ended March 31, 2006, the Company 

reviewed the production facilities of plasma displays (produc-

tion facilities of Pioneer Plasma Display Corporation (“PPD”)

and other) and DVD recorder-related products for impairment 

because of significant decreases in gross profit margins for 

these products due to a sharp decline in market prices. As a 

result of the review, impairment losses of ¥31,915 million in 

plasma display and ¥8,950 million in DVD recorder-related prod-

ucts were recognized as the excess of the carrying value of the 

asset group over the group’s estimated fair value. Fair value was 

determined using the present value of estimated cash flows. 

The Company additionally recognized impairment losses 

of long-lived assets in the aggregate of ¥22,711 million for the 

year ended March 31, 2007.

The projected estimate of gross profit margins for plasma 

displays and DVD recorder-related products for future years 

was revised downward in comparison to the Company’s previ-

ous projections made in March 2006, mainly reflecting more 

intense competition and lower prices in the markets. 

The Company reviewed the production facilities of plasma 

displays (PPD’s production facilities and other) and DVD-

related products for impairment. As a result of the review, 

impairment losses of ¥20,412 million in plasma display and 

¥2,296 million in DVD-related products were recognized as the 

excess of the carrying value of the asset group over the 

group’s estimated fair value. Fair value was determined using 

the present value of estimated cash flows.

For the year ended March 31, 2008, the Company recog-

nized additional impairment losses of long-lived assets in the 

aggregate of ¥23,293 million ($232,930 thousand).

The Company resolved at the meeting of its board of 

directors held on March 7, 2008 to restructure its display busi-

ness. In this meeting, the Company decided to cease in-house 

production of plasma display panels and to procure these 

panels externally, as soon as the production runs for the next 

model series are completed. The Company reviewed the pro-

duction facilities and patent rights of plasma displays for 

impairment based on this resolution. As a result, impairment 

losses of ¥21,344 million ($213,440 thousand) in plasma dis-

play production facilities and ¥832 million ($8,320 thousand) in 

patent rights of plasma displays were recognized as the 

excess of the carrying value of the asset group over the 

group’s estimated fair value. Furthermore, the Company 

reviewed the production facilities of DVD-related products for 

impairment. As a result of the review, impairment losses of 

¥1,117 million ($11,170 thousand) in DVD-related production 

facilities were recognized as the excess of the carrying value of 

the asset group over the group’s estimated fair value. Fair 

value was determined using the present value of estimated 

future cash flows.



Annual Report 2008 49

12. Short-term borrowings and long-term debt:
Short-term borrowings at March 31, 2007 and 2008 are comprised of the following:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

 2007 2008 2008 

Bank loans:

Weighted-average interest rate of 1.91% at March 31, 2007
  and 1.50% at March 31, 2008:

Collateralized ¥ 2,391  ¥   276  $  2,760 

Uncollateralized  9,637  14,536  145,360 

Total ¥12,028  ¥14,812  $148,120 

Long-term debt at March 31, 2007 and 2008 are comprised of the following:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

 2007 2008 2008 

Loans, principally from banks, maturing serially through 2013 

 with interest ranging from 0.95% to 2.90% at March 31, 2007 and from 0.95% 
 to 2.90% at March 31, 2008:

Collateralized ¥ 3,272  ¥ 1,628  $ 16,280 

Uncollateralized  13,032  10,615  106,150 

2.80% uncollateralized bonds due 2008  10,000  10,000  100,000 

Zero coupon convertible bonds due 2011, including unamortized issue premium, 

 ¥1,179 million at March 31, 2007 and ¥879 million ($8,790 thousand)

 at March 31, 2008  (effective annual rate of 0.5%)  61,179  60,879  608,790 

Long-term capital lease obligations, 1.38% to 4.97% at March 31, 2007

 and 1.38% to 4.97% at March 31, 2008 due principally 2012  5,102  2,591  25,910 

Other  7 – –
Total  92,592  85,713   857,130 

Less—Portion due within one year  6,577  13,672  136,720 
Total  ¥86,015  ¥72,041 $720,410 
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The outstanding bond indentures generally require the 

parent company to provide collateral for the outstanding 

bonds if the parent company provides collateral for any new 

bonds issued in Japan.

On March 5, 2004, the parent company issued ¥60,000 

million zero coupon convertible bonds due 2011 (bonds with 

stock acquisition rights) (“Bonds”) at 103.5% of their principal 

amount. The Bonds do not bear interest. The stock acquisition 

rights are not transferable separately from the Bonds. The 

Bonds are traded on the London Stock Exchange’s market for 

listed securities. The Bonds were issued in the denomination 

of ¥5 million each and each bondholder is entitled to exercise 

the stock acquisition right from April 1, 2006 until February 18, 

2011 (unless previously redeemed) into common shares at the 

defined conversion price. The original conversion price of 

¥4,022 was adjusted to ¥3,963 in December 2007, and is 

subject to further adjustment in certain events in the future. 

Market price of common stock at the date of issuance of the 

Bonds was ¥3,220.

The parent company may redeem all, but not some of the 

Bonds, with advance irrevocable notice to bondholders in 

each case (1) if the closing price of common stock for each of 

the 30 consecutive trading days is at least 120% of the con-

version price on or after March 4, 2007 and prior to maturity, 

or (2) if the laws or regulations of Japan having power to tax is 

changed, or (3) if a resolution is passed at the general meeting 

of shareholders of the parent company to become a wholly 

owned subsidiary of another company.

The stock acquisition right is also exercisable on or after 

March 19, 2004 if the parent company issues an irrevocable 

notice to bondholders for (2) or (3) above, or if a resolution 

passes at a general meeting of shareholders of the parent 

company (a) for any consolidation or amalgamation of the 

parent company with any company, or (b) for any split of 

parent company’s business, or (c) for the parent company to 

become a wholly owned subsidiary of another company.

The parent company has an obligation to redeem the 

outstanding Bonds at 100% of their principal amount on 

March 4, 2011.

Unused lines of credit for short-term financing at March 31, 

2008 approximated ¥271,171 million ($2,711,710 thousand) of 

which ¥30,000 million ($300,000 thousand) relates to com-

mercial paper programs. There were no unused commitments 

for long-term financing arrangements at March 31, 2008. 

Accounts receivable with a book value of ¥276 million 

($2,760 thousand) were pledged as collateral for certain short-

term loans of the Company at March 31, 2008. Land and 

buildings with a book value of ¥7,192 million ($71,920 thou-

sand) were pledged as collateral for certain long-term loans of 

the Company at March 31, 2008.

The aggregate annual maturities of long-term debt 

during the five years ending March 31, 2013 and thereafter 

are as follows:

Years ending March 31 Millions of Yen
Thousands of

U.S. Dollars

2009  ¥13,672  $136,720 
2010  3,271  32,710 
2011  64,146  641,460 
2012  3,151  31,510 
2013  1,462  14,620 
2014 and thereafter  11  110 

Total  ¥85,713  $857,130 

Substantially all short-term and long-term loans from 

banks are made under agreements which, as is customary in 

Japan, provide that the bank may, under certain conditions, 

require the borrower to provide collateral (or additional col-

lateral) or guarantors with respect to the loans, and that the 

bank may treat any collateral, whether furnished as security for 

short-term or long-term loans or otherwise, as collateral for all 

indebtedness to such bank. The Company has no compensat-

ing balance arrangements with any lending bank.

The parent company and major domestic subsidiaries have 

non-contributory defined benefit pension plans which cover 

substantially all of their employees. The benefits are in the form 

of annuity payments and/or lump-sum payments and are 

determined based on the sum of cumulative points. The points 

are accumulated based on years of service, job class and 

conditions under which termination occurs. The Company’s 

policy is to fund amounts required to maintain sufficient plan 

assets to provide for accrued benefits, subject to the limitation 

on deductibility imposed by the Japanese income tax laws.

The Company also sponsors a domestic non-contributory 

defined-benefit Corporate Pension Fund (“CPF”) under the 

Defined Benefit Corporate Pension Law of Japan, which 

covers substantially all of its Japanese employees. The ben-

efits are determined based on the sum of cumulative points; 

which are accumulated based on years of service, job class 

13. Pension plans and accrued severance cost:
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and conditions under which termination occurs. 

Substantially all of the employees of U.S. and European 

subsidiaries are covered by defined benefit pension plans. 

Under such plans, the related cost of benefit is funded or 

accrued. The benefits are based on the level of salary at retire-

ment or earlier termination of employment, the years of service 

and conditions under which termination occurs.

The plan assets and pension obligations for the domestic 

and foreign defined benefit pension plans are measured at 

March 31 in each fiscal year.

Components of net periodic benefit cost and other amounts 

recognized in other comprehensive income for the domestic and 

foreign defined benefit pension plans for the years ended 

March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 consisted of the following:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

2006 2007 2008 2008 
Domestic 

Plans
Foreign  

Plans
Domestic  

Plans
Foreign  

Plans
Domestic 

Plans
Foreign  

Plans
Domestic  

Plans
Foreign  

Plans

Net periodic benefit cost:
Service cost  ¥ 4,552  ¥ 417  ¥ 4,074  ¥ 436  ¥ 4,010  ¥ 309  $ 40,100  $ 3,090 

Interest cost  2,361  755  2,427  857  2,287  922  22,870  9,220 

Expected return on assets  (2,313)  (684)  (3,014)  (835)  (3,337)  (940)  (33,370)  (9,400)

Amortization of unrecognized 
 net actuarial loss  2,211  45  1,453  81  1,294  18  12,940  180 

Amortization of unrecognized 
 net assets at date of application  (504) –  (421) –  (6) –    (60) –  

Amortization of unrecognized 
 prior service (gain) loss  (1,573)  3  (1,607)  (4)  (1,607)  (5)  (16,070)  (50)

Settlement loss – –  1,959  32 –   1 –   10 

Curtailment gain  (15) – –  – –  – –  –  

Net periodic benefit cost ¥ 4,719 ¥ 536 ¥ 4,871  ¥ 567 ¥ 2,641  ¥ 305 $ 26,410  $ 3,050 

Other changes in plan assets and 
 benefit  obligations recognized in 
  other comprehensive income:

Net actuarial (gain) loss  –  –  –  –  ¥13,047  ¥(1,215) $130,470 $(12,150)

Prior service loss – – – – –  3 –  30 

Amortization of net actuarial loss – – – –  (1,294)  (18)  (12,940)  (180)

Amortization of net assets at date of 
 application – – – –  6 –  60 –

Amortization of prior service gain  –  –  –  –  1,607  5  16,070  50 

Total recognized in other 
 comprehensive income – – – – ¥13,366 ¥(1,225) $133,660 $(12,250)

Total recognized in net periodic benefit cost 
 and other comprehensive income – – – – ¥16,007  ¥  (920) $160,070  $ (9,200)

Actuarial assumptions used to determine  
 net periodic pension cost:

Discount rate 2.5% 5.4% 2.5% 4.9% 2.5% 5.3%

Rate of salary increase – * 4.0% – * 2.5% – * 2.1%

Long-term rate of return on plan assets 3.9% 7.2% 3.9% 7.0% 4.5% 6.7%

* The net periodic pension costs are determined using cumulative points and not salaries. The net periodic pension costs for the years ended March 31, 2006, 
2007 and 2008 were calculated on the basis of an annual increase in points of 3.0%.
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Reconciliations of beginning and ending balances of benefit obligations and the fair value of the plan assets of the domestic 

and foreign defined benefit pension plans are as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

2007 2008 2008 
Domestic  

Plans
Foreign  

Plans
Domestic 

Plans
Foreign  

Plans
Domestic  

Plans
Foreign  

Plans

Change in benefit obligation:
Benefit obligation at beginning of year ¥ 97,068 ¥ 17,061 ¥ 91,511 ¥ 17,598  $ 915,110  $ 175,980 

Service cost  4,074  436  4,010  309  40,100  3,090 

Interest cost  2,427  857  2,287  922  22,870  9,220 

Plan participants’ contribution –  113 –  97 –  970 

Actuarial (gain) loss  1,421  (1,392)  387  (1,927)  3,870  (19,270)

Lump-sum cash payments/Settlements  (11,214)  (106)  (2,309) –  (23,090) –

Benefits paid  (2,265)  (710)  (1,494)  (446)  (14,940)  (4,460)

Plan amendment – – –  3 –  30 

Translation adjustments –  1,339 –  (1,965) –  (19,650)

Benefit obligation at end of year ¥ 91,511 ¥ 17,598 ¥ 94,392 ¥ 14,591   $ 943,920  $ 145,910 

Change in plan assets:
Fair value of plan assets at beginning of year ¥ 77,254 ¥ 11,748 ¥ 74,152 ¥ 14,244  $ 741,520  $ 142,440 

Actual return on plan assets  3,415  1,422  (9,323)  207  (93,230)  2,070 

Employer contribution  6,386  895  6,574  485  65,740  4,850 

Plan participants’ contribution –  113 –  97 –  970 

Lump-sum cash payments/Settlements  (10,638)  (92)  (2,309) –  (23,090) – 

Benefits paid  (2,265)  (710)  (1,494)  (446)  (14,940)  (4,460)

Translation adjustments –  868 –  (1,801) –  (18,010)

Fair value of plan assets at end of year ¥ 74,152 ¥ 14,244 ¥ 67,600 ¥ 12,786  $ 676,000  $ 127,860 

Funded status ¥(17,359) ¥ (3,354) ¥(26,792) ¥  (1,805) $(267,920)  $ (18,050)
Amounts recognized in the statement of financial
 position consist of:

Other assets ¥   644  ¥    95 – ¥     7   –  $      70 

Other current liabilities (4) – ¥      (5)  (10)  $      (50)  (100)

Accrued pension and severance cost  (17,999)  (3,449)  (26,787)  (1,802)  (267,870)  (18,020)

Net amount recognized ¥(17,359) ¥ (3,354) ¥(26,792) ¥ (1,805)  $(267,920)  $ (18,050)

Accumulated benefit obligation at end of year ¥(88,670) ¥(16,590) ¥(91,590) ¥(13,841)  $(915,900)  $(138,410)
Actuarial assumptions used to determine benefit 
 obligations:

Discount rate 2.5% 5.3% 2.5% 6.0%

Rate of salary increase – * 2.1% – * 2.4%

* The benefit obligations are determined using cumulative points and not salaries. The benefit obligations at March 31, 2007 and 2008 were calculated on the 
basis of an annual increase in points of 3.0% and 2.7%, respectively.

The amounts recognized in accumulated other comprehensive loss as of March 31, 2007 and 2008 consisted of the following:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

2007 2008 2008 
Domestic  

Plans
Foreign  

Plans
Domestic 

Plans
Foreign 

Plans
Domestic  

Plans
Foreign  

Plans

Net actuarial (gain) loss  ¥ 28,798  ¥1,207  ¥ 40,551  ¥(50) $ 405,510  $(500)

Net assets at the date of application  (6)  – – – – – 

Prior service gain  (18,651)  (45)  (17,044) (38)  (170,440)  (380)

Total  ¥ 10,141  ¥1,162  ¥ 23,507 ¥(88) $ 235,070  $(880)
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The amounts in accumulated other comprehensive loss expected to be recognized as components of net periodic benefit cost 

in the year ending March 31, 2009 are as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of

U.S. Dollars

Domestic 
Plans

Foreign  
Plans

Domestic  
Plans

Foreign  
Plans

Net actuarial (gain) loss  ¥ 1,928  ¥(13)  $ 19,280  $(130)

Prior service gain  (1,607)  (4)  (16,070)  (40)

Total  ¥   321  ¥(17)  $  3,210  $(170)

The aggregate projected benefit obligations and the 

aggregate fair value of plan assets for the domestic pension 

plans for which projected benefit obligations exceed plan 

assets were ¥87,579 million and ¥69,576 million at March 31, 

2007. Projected benefit obligations exceed plan assets for all 

the domestic pension plans at March 31, 2008.

The aggregate accumulated benefit obligations and the aggregate fair value of plan assets for the domestic pension plans for 

which accumulated benefit obligations exceed plan assets are as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

 2007 2008 2008 

Accumulated benefi t obligations ¥85,050  ¥87,942  $879,420 

Fair value of plan assets  69,576  63,657  636,570 

The aggregate projected benefit obligations and the aggregate fair value of plan assets for the foreign plans for which projected 

benefit obligations exceed plan assets are as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

 2007 2008 2008 

Projected benefi t obligations ¥11,672  ¥9,741  $97,410 
Fair value of plan assets  8,223  7,929  79,290 

The aggregate accumulated benefit obligations and the aggregate fair value of plan assets for the foreign pension plans for 

which accumulated benefit obligations exceed plan assets are as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

 2007 2008 2008 

Accumulated benefi t obligations  ¥9,562  ¥7,692  $76,920 

Fair value of plan assets  6,844  6,422  64,220 
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future cash requirements for pension benefit payments. For 

primary domestic pension plans, the target asset allocation is 

established based on long-term pension plan asset/liability 

studies, and the weighted-average target asset allocation for 

these plans at March 31, 2008 is: equity securities 55%, debt 

securities 42% and other 3%. All the assets are externally 

managed and investment managers have discretion to carry 

out investment operations within their respective mandates 

specified by the Company.

The Company expects to contribute ¥6,939 million 

($69,390 thousand) to its defined benefit plans in the year 

ending March 31, 2009.

The following benefit payments, which reflect expected 

future service, as appropriate, are expected to be paid:

Years ending March 31 Millions of Yen
Thousands of

U.S. Dollars

2009  ¥ 3,115  $ 31,150 
2010  3,409  34,090 
2011  4,161  41,610 
2012  4,200  42,000 
2013  4,639  46,390 
Years 2014–2018  27,159  271,590 

The Company is subject to a number of different income taxes 

which, in the aggregate, indicate a statutory tax rate of approx-

imately 41% for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 

2008 in Japan. 

14. Income taxes:

The Company’s provision for income taxes differed from 

the provision for income taxes at the statutory tax rates in 

Japan as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

2006 2007 2008 2008 

Computed tax expense at normal statutory tax rate  ¥(29,178)  ¥(3,164)  ¥ 1,408  $ 14,080

Increase (decrease) resulting from:
Loss operations  39,814  6,900 23,079 230,790

Realization of tax benefi t of operating loss carryforwards  (1,005)  (1,797)  (540)  (5,400)

Expenses not deductible for tax purpose:

Domestic  192  200  263 2,630

Foreign  205  213  329  3,290 

Difference in foreign and Japanese tax rates  (1,383)  (1,110)  (2,511) (25,110)

Liquidation of ELDis, Inc.  (13,503) – – –

Tax credit for research and development expenses  (141)  (97)  (91)  (910)

Other  339  613  (681)  (6,810)

Provision for income taxes  ¥ (4,660)  ¥ 1,758  ¥21,256  $212,560 

The unrecognized prior service gain/cost, the unrecog-

nized actuarial loss and the unrecognized net assets at the 

date of initial application are being amortized over the average 

remaining service period of employees.

The Company determines the expected long-term rate of 

return on pension plan assets based on the weighted average 

of expected long-term returns on various categories of plan 

assets, reflecting the current and target allocation of pension 

plan assets. Expected long-term return by asset category is 

derived from historical studies by investment advisors.

The pension plan weighted-average asset allocation by 

asset category at March 31, 2007 and 2008 is as follows:

Asset Category 2007 2008

Equity securities 56% 51%

Debt securities 39　 43　
Other 5　 6　

Total 100% 100%

The Company’s investment policy is to maintain a diversi-

fied portfolio of asset classes with the primary goal of produc-

ing an adequate return that, when combined with the 

Company’s contribution, will maintain the fund’s ability to meet 
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Total income taxes provided for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 were classified as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

2006 2007 2008 2008 

Provision (benefi t) for income taxes on income from continuing operations  ¥(4,660)  ¥ 1,758  ¥21,256  $212,560 

Provision for income taxes on income from discontinued operations  482  37 – –

Shareholders’ equity—directly charged (credited):

Minimum pension liability adjustments  5,505  170 – –

Pension liability adjustment – –  (4,871)  (48,710)

Net unrealized gains on securities  1,460  (2,091)  (3,775)  (37,750)

Total  ¥ 2,787  ¥  (126)  ¥12,610  $126,100 

Income from continuing operations before income taxes and income taxes are comprised of the following components:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

2006 2007 2008 2008 

Income (loss) from continuing operations before income taxes:
Domestic ¥(69,834) ¥(23,845) ¥(15,232) $(152,320)
Foreign (1,331) 16,128 18,666 186,660

Total ¥(71,165) ¥ (7,717) ¥  3,434 $  34,340
Income taxes—Current:

Domestic ¥  5,232 ¥  4,171 ¥  2,890 $  28,900
Foreign 2,842 5,009 5,089 50,890

Total ¥  8,074 ¥  9,180 ¥  7,979 $  79,790
Income taxes—Deferred:

Domestic ¥(13,854) ¥ (6,585) ¥ 13,001 $ 130,010
Foreign 1,120 (837) 276 2,760

Total ¥(12,734) ¥ (7,422) ¥ 13,277 $ 132,770
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The valuation allowance principally relates to deferred tax 

assets for tax loss carryforwards of the parent company and 

the subsidiaries.

The increase in valuation allowance for the year ended 

March 31, 2006 was mainly due to losses incurred at the 

parent company and certain subsidiaries. The increase during 

the year ended March 31, 2008 resulted from a provision for 

additional valuation allowances due to continued losses 

recorded by the parent company and certain subsidiaries.

At March 31, 2008, the Company had tax loss carryfor-

wards which are available to reduce taxable income in subse-

quent periods. If not utilized, such loss carryforwards expire 

as follows:

Years ending March 31 Millions of Yen
Thousands of

U.S. Dollars

2009  ¥     17  $       170 

2010  2,443  24,430 

2011  4,498  44,980 

2012  10,246  102,460 

2013  72,564  725,640 

Thereafter  33,058  330,580 

Total  ¥122,826  $1,228,260 

The significant components of the deferred tax assets and liabilities at March 31, 2007 and 2008 are as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

2007 2008 2008 
Deferred 

Tax 
Assets

Deferred
 Tax

 Liabilities

Deferred 
Tax 

Assets

Deferred
 Tax

 Liabilities

Deferred 
Tax 

Assets

Deferred
Tax

 Liabilities

Inventories ¥  5,957 – ¥  7,259 –  $  72,590 –

Marketable equity securities  1,873  ¥4,979  1,873  ¥1,183  18,730  $11,830 

Allowance for notes and accounts receivable  598 –  473 –  4,730 –

Accrued expenses  19,936 –  16,898 –  168,980 –

Warranty reserve  1,578 –  1,324 –  13,240 –

Tax loss carryforwards  51,360 –  48,167 –  481,670 –

Pension and severance cost  8,333 –  11,025 –  110,250 –

Property  28,138 –  25,106 –  251,060 –

Depreciation  5,928  227  6,680  240  66,800  2,400 

Royalty receivable  136 –  58  –  580  –

Other  4,063  3,438  4,525  2,318  45,250  23,180 

Total  127,900  8,644  123,388  3,741  1,233,880  37,410 

Valuation allowance  (53,393) –  (59,759) –  (597,590) –

Total ¥ 74,507  ¥8,644 ¥ 63,629  ¥3,741  $ 636,290  $37,410 

The changes in the valuation allowance for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 are as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

Valuation Allowance 2006 2007 2008 2008 

Balance at beginning of year ¥20,605  ¥53,112  ¥53,393  $533,930 

Addition  35,118  5,710  9,188  91,880 

Deduction  (2,948)  (5,731)  (2,647)  (26,470)

Translation adjustments  337  302  (175)  (1,750)

Balance at end of year ¥53,112  ¥53,393  ¥59,759  $597,590 
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board of directors, (2) having independent auditors, (3) having 

the board of corporate auditors, and (4) the term of service of 

the directors is prescribed as one year rather than two years of 

normal term by the articles of incorporation, the board of direc-

tors may declare dividends (except for dividends in kind) at any 

time during the fiscal year, if such companies have prescribed 

so in the articles of incorporation. The parent company, how-

ever, can not pay such dividends by resolution of the Board of 

Directors, since it has not prescribed so in its articles of incor-

poration. On the other hand, semiannual interim dividends may 

be paid once a year upon resolution by the board of directors if 

the articles of incorporation so stipulate. See (d) for restrictions 

for dividends.

15. Shareholders’ equity:
On and after May 1, 2006, Japanese companies are subject to 

the new Company Law of Japan, which reformed and 

replaced the Commercial Code of Japan (the “Code”) with 

various revisions that are, for the most part, applicable to 

events or transactions which occur on or after May 1, 2006 

and for the fiscal years ending on or after May 1, 2006. The 

significant provisions in the Company Law that affect financial 

and accounting matters are summarized below; 

(a) Dividends

Under the Company Law, companies can pay dividends at any 

time during the fiscal year in addition to the year-end dividend, 

upon resolution at the general meeting of shareholders. For 

companies that meet certain criteria such as; (1) having the 

No provision for income taxes is provided for undistributed 

earnings of foreign subsidiaries that are not expected to be 

remitted in the foreseeable future or for the expected partial 

repatriation of earnings that will be remitted in a tax free 

manner due to the parent company’s tax loss carryforwards. 

Undistributed earnings of foreign subsidiaries (including related 

foreign currency translation adjustments) at March 31, 2007 

and 2008 amounted to approximately ¥151,089 million and 

approximately ¥102,776 million ($1,027,760 thousand), 

respectively. It is not practical to estimate the amount of taxes that 

might be payable on the eventual remittance of such earnings. 

The undistributed earnings of domestic subsidiaries would 

not, under the present Japanese tax laws, be subject to addi-

tional taxation. 

As described in Note 1, the Company adopted FIN No. 48 

as of April 1, 2007.

A reconciliation of the beginning and ending amount of 

unrecognized tax benefits for the year ended March 31, 2008 

is as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of

U.S. Dollars

Balance at April 1, 2007 ¥1,185 $11,850

Additions for tax positions of the current year 15 150

Reductions for tax positions of the current year (7) (70)

Additions for tax positions of prior years 34 340

Reductions for tax positions of prior years (709) (7,090)

Lapse of the applicable statute of 
 limitations (92) (920)

Settlements (11) (110)

Other (131) (1,310)

Balance at March 31, 2008 ¥  284 $ 2,840

Total amount of unrecognized tax benefits that would 

reduce the effective tax rate, if recognized, is ¥84 million 

($840 thousand).

Based on each of the items of which the Company is aware 

at March 31, 2008, no significant changes to the unrecognized 

tax benefits are expected within the next twelve months.

The Company recognizes interest and penalty accruals 

related to unrecognized tax benefits in income taxes in the 

consolidated statements of operations. Neither interest and 

penalties accrued as of March 31, 2008 nor interest and pen-

alties included in income taxes for the year ended March 31, 

2008 are material.

The Company files income tax returns in Japan and vari-

ous foreign tax jurisdictions. The Company is no longer subject 

to regular income tax examinations, i.e. other than transfer 

pricing, by the tax authority for years before 2004 in Japan, 

before 2002 in the United States, and before 2005 in Europe 

with few exceptions.

While there has been no specific indication by the tax 

authority that the parent company will be subject to a transfer 

pricing examination in the near future, the tax authority could 

conduct a transfer pricing examination for years after 2006.
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16. Stock-based compensation plans:
The Company has incentive stock option plans for directors, 

executive officers and selected employees.

In accordance with approval at the ordinary general meet-

ings of shareholders on June 27, 2003, June 29, 2004, and 

June 29, 2005, the Company granted share acquisition rights 

A summary of information for the Company’s stock option plans is as follows:

Yen

Years ended March 31 Plan Exercisable Period
Weighted-Average

Exercise Price

Weighted-Average
Grant Date
Share Price

Number of
Shares

(Thousands)

2004 Stock option From July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2008  ¥2,951  ¥2,845  313 

2005 Stock option From July 3, 2006 to June 30, 2009  2,944  2,660  316 

2006 Stock option From July 2, 2007 to June 30, 2010  1,828  1,658  315 

to directors, executive officers and certain employees of the 

parent company. These stock options become exercisable two 

years after the date of grant and the exercisable period is three 

years. The Company recorded the fair value of the stock 

options as a part of their remuneration.

(b) Increases/decreases and transfer of common stock, capital 

surplus and retained earnings

The Company Law requires that an amount equal to 10% of 

dividends must be appropriated as additional paid-in capital (a 

component of capital surplus) or a legal reserve (a component 

of retained earnings) depending on the equity account charged 

upon the payment of such dividends until the total of the 

aggregate amount of additional paid-in capital and legal reserve 

equals 25% of the common stock. Under the Company Law, 

the total amount of additional paid-in capital and legal reserve 

may be reversed without restriction. The Company Law also 

provides that common stock, additional paid-in capital, legal 

reserve, other capital surplus and other retained earnings can 

be transferred among the accounts under certain conditions 

upon resolution of the shareholders.

(c) Treasury stock

The Company Law also provides for companies to acquire 

treasury stock and dispose of such treasury stock by resolu-

tion of the board of directors. 

(d) Restrictions for distribution

The Company Law imposes certain restrictions on the 

amounts available for distribution including dividends and the 

purchase of treasury stock. The restriction is based on other 

capital surplus and other retained earnings with certain adjust-

ments, but the amount of net assets after distribution must be 

maintained at no less than ¥3 million ($30 thousand). Such 

amount available for distribution under the Company Law was 

¥21,912 million ($219,120 thousand) at March 31, 2008, 

which is subject to changes in certain specific accounts of 

equity through the effective date of distribution in the following 

fiscal year, based on the amount recorded in the parent com-

pany’s general books and records maintained in accordance 

with generally accepted Japanese accounting practices. The 

adjustments included in the accompanying consolidated finan-

cial statements to conform to U.S. GAAP are not recorded in 

the books, and have no effect on the determination of the 

amount available for distribution under the Company Law.

As permitted by the Code prior to April 1, 1991, the 

parent company had made free share distributions which were 

accounted for by a transfer from capital surplus to common 

stock or without any transfers in the capital accounts. Compa-

nies in the United States issuing shares in similar transactions 

would be required to account for them as stock dividends. Had 

the distributions been accounted for in the manner adopted by 

companies in the United States, ¥179,076 million ($1,790,760 

thousand) would have been transferred from retained earnings 

to appropriate capital accounts at March 31, 2008.

The appropriation of retained earnings for the year ended 

March 31, 2008, which has been incorporated in the accompa-

nying consolidated financial statements, was approved at the 

ordinary general meeting of shareholders held on June 26, 2008.
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A summary of the status of the Company’s stock options at March 31, 2008, and the changes during the year then ended is 

as follows:

Number of Shares
(Thousands)

Weighted-Average
Remaining Life

(Years)

Weighted-Average Exercise
Price per Share 

Aggregate
Intrinsic Value 

Yen U.S. Dollars Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

Outstanding at March 31, 2007 1,504 1.5  ¥2,538 
Expired  (560)  2,477  $24.77 

Outstanding at March 31, 2008  944 1.3  ¥2,574  $25.74        –        – 
Exercisable at March 31, 2007  1,189  ¥2,726 
Exercisable at March 31, 2008  944 1.3  ¥2,574  $25.74        –         – 

Remuneration costs recognized for stock option plans for 

the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 were ¥175 

million, ¥73 million and ¥12 million ($120 thousand), 

respectively.

The weighted-average fair value per share on the date of 

grant of the stock option issued during the years ended 

March 31, 2006 was ¥306. The fair value of the stock option on 

the date of grant, which is amortized to expense over the period 

from the granting through the commencement of the exercisable 

period, is estimated using the Black-Scholes option-valuation 

model with the following weighted-average assumptions:

2006

Risk-free interest rate 0.23%

Expected lives 3.48 years

Expected volatility 31.98%

Expected dividends 0.90%

17. Other comprehensive income (loss):
Changes in accumulated other comprehensive income (loss) are as follows:

Millions of Yen

Minimum Pension
Liability Adjustments

Pension Liability
Adjustments

Net Unrealized
Gains on Securities

Foreign Currency
Translation

Adjustments

Total Accumulated
Other Comprehensive

Income (Loss)

Balance at March 31, 2005  ¥(11,186) –  ¥ 8,250  ¥(44,733)  ¥(47,669)
Adjustments for the year  7,506 –  2,102  17,969  27,577 
Balance at March 31, 2006  (3,680) – 10,352  (26,764)  (20,092)
Adjustments for the year  454 –  (2,947)  7,584  5,091 
Adjustment to initially apply SFAS 
  No. 158, net of tax of ¥1,222 million  ¥  3,226 ¥ (5,009) – – (1,783)
Balance at March 31, 2007 –  (5,009)  7,405 (19,180) (16,784)
Adjustments for the year –  (7,270)  (5,462) (30,662) (43,394)
Balance at March 31, 2008 –  ¥(12,279)  ¥ 1,943 ¥(49,842) ¥(60,178)

Thousands of U.S. Dollars

Minimum Pension
Liability Adjustments

Pension Liability
Adjustments

Net Unrealized
Gains on Securities

Foreign Currency
Translation

Adjustments

Total Accumulated
Other Comprehensive

Income (Loss)

Balance at March 31, 2007 –  $ (50,090)  $ 74,050  $(191,800)  $(167,840)
Adjustments for the year –  (72,700)  (54,620)  (306,620)  (433,940)
Balance at March 31, 2008 –  $(122,790)  $ 19,430  $(498,420)  $(601,780)
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Tax effects allocated to each component of other comprehensive income (loss) and reclassification adjustments are as follows:

Millions of Yen
Before-Tax

Amount
Tax (Expenses)

Benefi ts
Minority
Interest

Net-of-Tax
Amount

2006:

Minimum pension liability adjustments ¥ 13,171  ¥(5,505)  ¥  (160)  ¥  7,506 
Net unrealized gains on securities:

Unrealized holding gains arising during year  9,534  (3,904)  (10)  5,620 
Less—Reclassifi cation adjustment for gains realized in net income  (5,962)  2,444 –  (3,518)
Net unrealized gains  3,572  (1,460)  (10)  2,102 

Foreign currency translation adjustments:
Foreign currency translation adjustments arising during year  18,986 –  (865)  18,121 
Less—Reclassifi cation adjustment for gains realized in net income  (152) – –  (152)
Net foreign currency translation adjustments  18,834 –  (865)  17,969 

Other comprehensive income (loss) ¥ 35,577  ¥(6,965)  ¥(1,035)  ¥ 27,577 

2007:
Minimum pension liability adjustments ¥   624  ¥  (170) –  ¥   454 
Net unrealized gains on securities:

Unrealized holding losses arising during year  (5,027)  2,087  ¥    (2)  (2,942)
Less—Reclassifi cation adjustment for gains realized in net income  (9)  4 –  (5)
Net unrealized losses  (5,036)  2,091  (2)  (2,947)

Foreign currency translation adjustments:
Foreign currency translation adjustments arising during year  8,090 –  (434)  7,656 
Less—Reclassifi cation adjustment for gains realized in net income  (72) – –  (72)
Net foreign currency translation adjustments  8,018 –  (434)  7,584 

Other comprehensive income (loss) ¥  3,606  ¥ 1,921  ¥  (436)  ¥  5,091 

2008:
Pension liability adjustments:

Net actuarial loss and prior service loss arising during year ¥ (11,835)  ¥ 4,735 –  ¥ (7,100)
Less—Reclassifi cation adjustment for amortization  (306)  136 –  (170)
Net pension liability adjustments  (12,141)  4,871 –  (7,270)

Net unrealized gains on securities:
Unrealized holding losses arising during year  (9,076)  3,705  ¥    9  (5,362)
Less—Reclassifi cation adjustment for gains realized in net income  (170)  70 –  (100)
Net unrealized losses  (9,246)  3,775  9  (5,462)

Foreign currency translation adjustments  (30,662)  – –  (30,662)

Other comprehensive income (loss) ¥(52,049)  ¥ 8,646  ¥    9  ¥(43,394)

Thousands of U.S. Dollars
Before-Tax

Amount
Tax (Expenses)

Benefi ts
Minority
Interest

Net-of-Tax
Amount

2008:
Pension liability adjustments:

Net actuarial loss and prior service loss arising during year $(118,350)  $47,350 –  $ (71,000)
Less—Reclassifi cation adjustment for amortization  (3,060)  1,360 –  (1,700)
Net pension liability adjustments  (121,410)  48,710 –  (72,700)

Net unrealized gains on securities:
Unrealized holding losses arising during year  (90,760)  37,050  $90  (53,620)
Less—Reclassifi cation adjustment for gains realized in net income  (1,700)  700  –  (1,000)
Net unrealized losses  (92,460)  37,750  90  (54,620)

Foreign currency translation adjustments  (306,620) – –  (306,620)

Other comprehensive income (loss) $(520,490)  $86,460  $90  $(433,940)
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18. Restructuring plans:
As part of its effort to improve the performance of the various 

businesses, the Company has implemented a number of 

restructuring initiatives. The following is a summary of signifi-

cant restructuring activities: 

During the year ended March 31, 2006, the Company 

decided to close a car electronics plant in Belgium as part of 

the integration plan in foreign manufacturing companies. As a 

result of this decision, this subsidiary recorded involuntary 

special termination benefits of ¥2,977 million and an impair-

ment loss of ¥557 million related to property and equipment 

for the year ended March 31, 2006. These were included in 

“Special termination benefits” and “Impairment of long-lived 

assets” of other deductions of cost and expenses, respec-

tively. Furthermore, the Company recorded contract termina-

tion costs of ¥253 million and other associated costs of ¥595 

million which were included in “Other” of other deductions of 

cost and expenses for the year ended March 31, 2006. The 

remaining liability balances at March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 

were ¥2,754 million, ¥684 million and ¥145 million ($1,450 

thousand), respectively. This restructuring activity was sub-

stantially completed.

In addition to the restructuring efforts discussed above, 

the Company has undergone several head count reduction 

programs to further reduce operating costs. In Japan, 12 

Pioneer Group domestic companies, including the parent 

company, implemented voluntary early retirement programs in 

February 2006. In relation to these programs, the Company 

recorded special termination benefits of ¥10,760 million for the 

year ended March 31, 2006 when employees accepted the 

offer and the amount could be reasonably estimated. The 

remaining liability balance at March 31, 2006 of ¥10,760 mil-

lion was paid during the year ended March 31, 2007. In addi-

tion, certain foreign subsidiaries recorded voluntary special 

termination benefits of ¥161 million for the year ended March 

31, 2006. These were all included in “Special termination ben-

efits” of other deductions of cost and expenses in the consoli-

dated statements of operations. With regard to the head count 

reduction programs, lump-sum cash payments made during 

the year ended March 31, 2007 to certain retired employees of 

the parent company and a domestic subsidiary resulted in 

settlement losses of ¥1,959 million being recognized in loss 

from continuing operations for the year ended March 31, 2007 

(See Note 13). 

In connection with the restructuring plan, during the year 

ended March 31, 2006, the Company decided to withdraw 

from the TFT substrate business which had been carried out 

by ELDis, Inc., an equity method investee, which was 47.5% 

owned by Tohoku Pioneer (itself, a 67.1% owned subsidiary, at 

that time (See Note 4), of the parent company). ELDis, Inc. 

was liquidated in March 2006 with the Company assuming its 

long-term debt amounting to ¥25,357 million. The Company 

recorded losses of ¥24,139 million in “Equity in losses of affili-

ated companies” in the consolidated statements of operations 

for the year ended March 31, 2006; which included the long-

term debt assumed of ¥25,357 million and gain on disposal 

and others of ¥1,922 million.

During the year ended March 31, 2007, the Company 

reached an agreement with a third party real estate developer 

to sell all land and buildings at the Tokorozawa Plant and some 

at the Omori Plant in conjunction with the transfer and concen-

tration of planning, development and design departments in 

the home electronics business at the newly established 

Kawasaki Plant. Net book value of ¥489 million of land and 

¥2,980 million of buildings, which are subject to the sales 

contract, were included in the property, plant and equipment 

while title of those properties has passed to the buyer as of 

March 31, 2007. The Company received a deposit on the 

sales contract of ¥14,112 million, equivalent of 90% to the 

sales price, for these sales during the year ended March 31, 

2007 and received ¥1,568 million ($15,680 thousand), equiva-

lent of 10% to the sales price, during the year ended 

March 31, 2008. The gain on these sales of ¥11,891 million 

($118,910 thousand) was recorded for the year ended 

March 31, 2008 upon completion of contract obligations 

including vacation and hand-over of those properties, which 

was completed by the end of June 2007.

On March 7, 2008, the Company announced the intent to 

cease in-house production of plasma display panels and to 

procure these panels externally, as soon as the production 

runs for the next model series are completed. In connection 

with this decision, the Company reviewed the future profitabil-

ity of the production facilities and the intellectual property rights 

and recorded impairment losses for the year ended March 31, 

2008 (See Note 11).
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19. Supplemental information:
Supplemental information for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 is as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

2006 2007 2008 2008 

Research and development expenses charged to cost and expenses ¥63,442  ¥59,222  ¥59,395  $593,950 

Advertising costs charged to expense as incurred  10,961  14,048  11,226  112,260 

Others of revenues and other income for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 consisted of the following:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

2006 2007 2008 2008 

Gain on sale of available-for-sale securities and sundry investments  ¥5,711  ¥1,154  ¥  758  $ 7,580 

Dividend income  481  397  414  4,140 

Other  597  712  851  8,510 

Total  ¥6,789  ¥2,263  ¥2,023  $20,230 

Other deductions of cost and expenses for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 consisted of the following:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

2006 2007 2008 2008 

Impairment of long-lived assets (Note 11) ¥41,422  ¥22,711  ¥23,293  $232,930 

Special termination benefits  14,095  – – – 

Write-down of available-for-sale securities and sundry investments  133  38  334  3,340 

Office relocation costs –  –  439  4,390 

Foreign exchange loss, net  2,326  2,558  1,031  10,310 

Other  2,044  226  752  7,520 

Total ¥60,020  ¥25,533  ¥25,849  $258,490 

20. Leased assets:
The Company leases certain land, machinery and equipment, office space, warehouses, computer equipment and employees’ 

residential facilities. 

An analysis of assets under capital leases was as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

 2007 2008 2008 

Machinery and equipment ¥13,033 ¥ 13,021  $ 130,210 
Accumulated depreciation  (8,143)  (10,536)  (105,360)

Total  4,890  2,485  24,850 
Impairment losses recognized ¥ (4,890)  ¥ (2,485)  $ (24,850)

Total      –       –        – 

The above leased assets are part of the PPD’s production facilities for which impairment losses were recognized, as described 

in Note 11. The balance of the leased assets in the consolidated balance sheets at March 31, 2007 and 2008 was zero.
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The following is a schedule by year of the future minimum 

lease payments under capital leases together with the present 

value of the net minimum lease payments at March 31, 2008:

Years ending March 31 Millions of Yen
Thousands of

U.S. Dollars

2009  ¥  650  $ 6,500 

2010  640  6,400 

2011  629  6,290 

2012  499  4,990 

2013  291  2,910 

Thereafter – – 

Total minimum lease payments  2,709  27,090 

Less—Amount representing interest  118  1,180 

Present value of net minimum lease 
 payment  2,591  25,910 

Less—Current obligations  608  6,080 

Long-term capital lease obligations  ¥1,983  $19,830 

Rental expenses under operating leases for the years 

ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 aggregated ¥7,520 

million, ¥6,497 million and ¥6,452 million ($64,520 thousand), 

respectively. Such rentals relate principally to cancelable leases 

which are renewable upon expiration. 

The net minimum rental payments under operating leases 

that have initial or remaining noncancelable lease terms in 

excess of one year at March 31, 2008 are as follows:

Years ending March 31 Millions of Yen
Thousands of

U.S. Dollars

2009  ¥3,165  $31,650 

2010  1,985  19,850 

2011  1,302  13,020 

2012  850  8,500 

2013  727  7,270 

Thereafter  1,480  14,800 

Total  ¥9,509  $95,090 

21. Financial instruments:
Derivatives—

The Company operates internationally, giving rise to exposure 

to market risks from changes in foreign exchange rates and 

interest rates. Derivative financial instruments are utilized by 

the Company to reduce those risks but are not held or issued 

for trading purposes.

To hedge certain purchase and sale commitments and 

anticipated but not yet committed transactions denominated in 

other than functional currencies, the Company enters into 

forward exchange contracts and purchases and writes cur-

rency options. Written options are entered into only with pur-

chased options.

The notional amounts of forward exchange contracts at 

March 31, 2007 and 2008 were ¥18,992 million and ¥24,255 

million ($242,550 thousand), respectively. The notional 

amounts of currency options purchased at March 31, 2008 

were ¥5,485 million ($54,850 thousand), and the notional 

amounts of currency options written at March 31, 2008 were 

¥10,970 million ($109,700 thousand), which were entered into 

simultaneously as zero cost option arrangements. There were 

no currency options for the year ended March 31, 2007.

To change currency and interest rate features of intercom-

pany finance transactions, the Company enters into currency 

swap contracts with banks. Currency swap contracts effec-

tively change, in substance, the U.S. dollar floating interest rate 

intercompany borrowings into Japanese yen fixed and floating 

interest rate borrowings and euro fixed interest rate borrow-

ings. The notional amounts of currency swap contracts at 

March 31, 2007 and 2008 were ¥82,125 million and ¥49,292 

million ($492,920 thousand), respectively.

Concentration of Credit Risk—

The Company distributes its products to a diverse group of 

domestic and foreign customers. Trade receivables arising 

from these sales represent credit risk to the Company. How-

ever, due to the large size and diversity of the Company’s 

customer base, concentration of credit risk with respect to 

trade receivables is limited. The Company performs ongoing 

credit evaluation of its customers’ financial condition and, 

generally, requires no collateral from its customers.

Derivative financial instruments that the Company holds 

may expose the Company to credit risks if the counterparties 

are unable to meet the terms of such contracts.

The Company minimizes credit risk exposure of these 

derivatives by limiting the counterparties to major international 

banks and financial institutions as well as avoiding concentra-

tion with certain counterparties, and also by making frequent 

credit reviews of these counterparties. Management does not 

expect to incur any significant losses as the result of counter-

party default.
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Estimation of Fair Values—

The following notes summarize the major methods and assump-

tions used in estimating the fair values of financial instruments.

Short-term financial instruments are valued at their carry-

ing amounts included in the consolidated balance sheets, 

which are reasonable estimates of fair value due to the rela-

tively short period to maturity of the instruments. This 

approach is applied to cash and cash equivalents, trade 

receivables, short-term borrowings and trade payables.

The carrying amounts and the fair values of available-for-

sale securities are disclosed in Note 6.

Sundry investments included non-marketable equity secu-

rities, amounting to ¥2,505 million and ¥1,321 million ($13,210 

thousand) at March 31, 2007 and 2008, respectively, and mem-

berships amounting to ¥352 million and ¥341 million ($3,410 

thousand) at March 31, 2007 and 2008, respectively. The 

corresponding fair values of non-marketable equity securities 

at those dates were not computed as such estimation is not 

practicable. The fair values of memberships were estimated 

based on the market price. The fair values of foreign currency 

options were measured using valuation models.

The fair values of long-term receivables were estimated 

by discounting estimated future cash flows using current 

interest rates.

The fair values of long-term debt were estimated using a 

discounted cash flow analysis based on incremental borrowing 

rates for similar types of borrowing arrangements.

The fair values of forward exchange contracts were esti-

mated based on the quoted market rates of similar contracts. 

The currency swap and the interest rate swap were valued at 

estimated current replacement cost.

The fair values of contingent liabilities for guarantees of 

loans are not significant.

22. Fair value of financial instruments:
The following table presents the carrying amounts and fair values of the Company’s financial instruments at March 31, 2007 and 2008:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of

U.S. Dollars

2007 2008 2008 
Carrying
Amounts

Fair
Value

Carrying
Amounts

Fair
Value

Carrying
Amounts

Fair
Value

Assets:
Available-for-sale securities ¥ 22,265 ¥ 22,265 ¥ 32,357 ¥ 32,357 $ 323,570 $ 323,570 

Sundry investments  352  418  341  372  3,410  3,720 

Long-term receivables  99  96  152  147  1,520  1,470 

Other fi nancial instruments:
Forward exchange contracts  55  55  201  201  2,010  2,010 

Currency swap  1,693  1,693  22  22  220  220 

Currency option – –  180  180  1,800  1,800 

Liabilities:
Long-term debt, including current maturity  (92,592)  (85,713)  (857,130)

Less—Capital lease obligations  5,102  2,591  25,910 

Long-term debt—net  (87,490)  (82,687)  (83,122)  (79,674)  (831,220)  (796,740)

Other fi nancial instruments:
Forward exchange contracts  (381)  (381)  (34)  (34)  (340)  (340)

Currency swap  (22)  (22)  (4,181)  (4,181)  (41,810)  (41,810)

Currency option  – –  (176)  (176)  (1,760)  (1,760)
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23. Basic and diluted net income (loss) per share:
A reconciliation of the numerators and denominators of basic and diluted net income (loss) per share computation for the years 

ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 is as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of 

U.S. Dollars

2006 2007 2008 2008 

Loss from continuing operations ¥(85,758)  ¥(9,536)  ¥(17,992) $(179,920)

Effect of dilution—Zero coupon convertible bonds – – – –

Loss from continuing operations—diluted ¥(85,758)  ¥(9,536)  ¥(17,992) $(179,920)

Income from discontinued operations, net of tax ¥   772  ¥ 2,775 – – 

Net loss ¥(84,986)  ¥(6,761)  ¥(17,992) $(179,920)

Effect of dilution—Zero coupon convertible bonds – – – –

Net loss—diluted ¥(84,986)  ¥(6,761)  ¥(17,992) $(179,920)

Number of Shares (Thousands)

Weighted-average common shares outstanding  174,426  174,419  183,159 

Effect of dilutive convertible bonds – – –

Effect of stock options – – –

Diluted average common shares outstanding  174,426  174,419  183,159 

Yen U.S. Dollars

Basic net income (loss) per share of common stock:

Loss from continuing operations ¥(491.66)  ¥(54.67)  ¥(98.23) $(0.98)

Income from discontinued operations, net of tax  4.43  15.91 – –

Net loss ¥(487.23)  ¥(38.76)  ¥(98.23) $(0.98)

Diluted net income (loss) per share of common stock:

Loss from continuing operations ¥(491.66)  ¥(54.67)  ¥(98.23) $(0.98)

Income from discontinued operations, net of tax  4.43  15.91 – –

Net loss ¥(487.23) ¥(38.76)  ¥(98.23) $(0.98)
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25. Commitments and contingent liabilities:
Commitments outstanding at March 31, 2008 for the purchase of property, plant and equipment and raw materials, and other 

payments approximated ¥33,584 million ($335,840 thousand).

26. Remuneration of directors, executive officers and corporate auditors:

24. Supplemental schedule for allowance for doubtful receivables and warranty reserve:
The changes in the allowance for doubtful receivables for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 are as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

Allowance for Doubtful Receivables 2006 2007 2008 2008 

Balance at beginning of year ¥2,610  ¥3,165  ¥2,887  $28,870 

Charged (credited) to costs and expenses  850  183  10  100 

Deductions for accounts written off  (517)  (547)  (149)  (1,490)

Translation adjustments  222  86  (258)  (2,580)

Balance at end of year ¥3,165  ¥2,887  ¥2,490  $24,900 

The changes in the warranty reserve for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 are as follows:

Millions of Yen
Thousands of
 U.S. Dollars

Warranty Reserve 2006 2007 2008 2008 

Balance at beginning of year ¥ 5,722  ¥ 6,603  ¥ 6,843  $ 68,430 

Provision  9,506  7,908  7,453  74,530 

Payments  (8,972)  (7,942)  (8,624)  (86,240)

Translation adjustments  347  274  (407)  (4,070)

Balance at end of year ¥ 6,603  ¥ 6,843  ¥ 5,265  $ 52,650 

The aggregate remuneration (including bonuses and stock-

based compensation [See Note 16]) charged to income by the 

parent company for directors, executive officers and corporate 

auditors for the years ended March 31, 2006, 2007 and 2008 

totaled ¥974 million, ¥699 million and ¥919 million ($9,190 

thousand), respectively.

27. Subsequent event:
In March 2008, the parent company decided to cease in-

house production of plasma display panels as soon as the 

production runs for the next model series are completed. In 

connection with this decision, the Company’s Board of Direc-

tors resolved at their meeting held on May 30, 2008 to enter 

into “The Agreement on a Comprehensive Plasma Display 

Business Alliance” with Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd. 

Such agreement was executed by the parties on June 2, 2008.

This alliance is part of the restructuring of the Company’s 

plasma display business with the intent of enhancing and 

developing this business. 

Certain elements of this agreement are related to new 

development and strategic production and supply of the plasma 

display panel modules. Based on this agreement, the parties will 

conduct joint product development in this field. The Company 

expects to source the plasma display panel modules from 

Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd. from the summer of 2009. 

The discussions regarding the details of the business 

alliance are ongoing.
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Independent Auditors’ Report

Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu
MS Shibaura Building 
13-23, Shibaura 4-chome
Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-8530
Japan

Tel: +81-3-3457-7321
Fax: +81-3-3457-1694
www.deloitte.com/jp

To the Board of Directors and Shareholders of Pioneer Corporation: 

We have audited the accompanying consolidated balance sheets of Pioneer Corporation and subsidiaries
(the “Company”) as of March 31, 2007 and 2008, and the related consolidated statements of operations, sharehold-
ers’ equity, and cash flows for each of the three years in the period ended March 31, 2008 (all expressed in Japanese 
yen). These financial statements are the responsibility of the Company’s management. Our responsibility is to express 
an opinion on these financial statements based on our audits. 

We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. 
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes consideration of internal control over financial 
reporting as a basis for designing audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose 
of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Company’s internal control over financial reporting. Accordingly, 
we express no such opinion. An audit also includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements, assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audits provide a 
reasonable basis for our opinion. 

The accompanying consolidated financial statements do not present segment information concerning the Company’s 
operations which, in our opinion, is required for a complete presentation of the Company’s consolidated financial 
statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

In our opinion, except for the omission of segment information disclosures, such consolidated financial statements 
present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Pioneer Corporation and subsidiaries as of March 31, 
2007 and 2008, and the results of their operations and their cash flows for each of the three years in the period ended 
March 31, 2008, in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

Our audits also comprehended the translation of Japanese yen amounts into U.S. dollar amounts and, in our opinion, 
such translation has been made in conformity with the basis stated in Note 1. Such U.S. dollar amounts are presented 
solely for the convenience of readers outside Japan. 

June 26, 2008
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General Information on Shares

Stock Listing

Tokyo Stock Exchange (Since 1961)

Transfer Agent

Mitsubishi UFJ Trust and Banking Corporation

4-5, Marunouchi 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku,

Tokyo 100-8212, Japan

Share Information (As of March 31, 2008)

Number of Shares Issued 210,063,836 shares

Number of Shareholders of Common Stock 39,409 shareholders

Principal Shareholders (Ten Largest Shareholders)

Name of Shareholder
Number of shares held

 (thousand)
Shareholdings

 (%)

Sharp Corporation 30,000 14.28
The Master Trust Bank of Japan, Ltd. (Trust Account) 14,376 6.84
Japan Trustee Services Bank, Ltd. (Trust Account) 11,779 5.60
The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, Ltd. 6,490 3.08
Mizuho Bank, Ltd. 4,000 1.90
Trust & Custody Services Bank, Ltd. as trustee for Mizuho Bank, Ltd. 
 Retirement Trust Account Re-entrusted by Mizuho Trust & Banking Co., Ltd. 3,955 1.88
Deutsche Bank AG, London 610 3,126 1.48
Deutsche Securities Inc. 3,119 1.48
BNP Paribas Securities (Japan) Limited 2,857 1.36
Pioneer Employee Share Ownership Plan 2,631 1.25

Note: The Company holds 5,012 thousand shares (2.38%) as treasury stock.

Distribution of Share Ownership
Number of 

Shareholders
Number of shares held

 (thousand)
Shareholdings

(%)

Japanese fi nancial institutions 64 66,024 31.43
Japanese securities companies 46 8,845 4.21
Other Japanese business corporations 315 35,956 17.12
Foreign corporations and individuals 409 58,958 28.07
Japanese individuals and others 38,575 40,278 19.17

Note: Japanese individuals and others include 5,012 thousand shares (2.38%) as treasury stock held by the Company.

For further information, please contact:

Pioneer Corporation

4-1, Meguro 1-chome, Meguro-ku,

Tokyo 153-8654, Japan

Financial information is available at: http://pioneer.jp/ir-e/

Shareholder Relations

Tel: +81-3-3495-4926

Fax: +81-3-3495-4431

E-mail: pioneer_shr@post.pioneer.co.jp

Investor Relations

Tel: +81-3-3495-6773

Fax: +81-3-3495-4301

E-mail: pioneer_ir@post.pioneer.co.jp
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Cautionary Statement with Respect to Forward-Looking Statements
Statements made in this report with respect to our current plans, estimates, strategies and beliefs, and other statements that are not historical facts are forward-

looking statements about our future performance. These statements are based on management’s assumptions and beliefs in light of the information currently 

available to it. We caution that a number of important risks and uncertainties could cause actual results to differ materially from those discussed in the forward-

looking statements, and therefore you should not place undue reliance on them. It is not our obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements, 

whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. We disclaim any such obligation. Risks and uncertainties that might affect us include, but are 

not limited to, (i) general economic conditions in our markets, particularly levels of consumer spending; (ii) exchange rates, particularly between the yen and the 

U.S. dollar, euro, and other currencies in which we make signifi cant sales or in which our assets and liabilities are denominated; (iii) our ability to continue to 

design and develop and win acceptance of our products and services, which are offered in highly competitive markets characterized by continual new product 

introductions, rapid developments in technology, severe price competition and subjective and changing consumer preferences; (iv) our ability to successfully 

implement our business strategies; (v) our ability to compete, as well as develop and implement successful sales and distribution strategies, in light of 

technological developments in and affecting our businesses; (vi) our continued ability to devote suffi cient resources to research and development, and capital 

expenditure; (vii) our ability to continuously enhance our brand image; (viii) the success of our joint ventures and alliances; (ix) the success of our business 

restructuring plans; and (x) the outcome of contingencies.

Pioneer Corporation is committed to realizing its group philosophy, “Move the 

Heart and Touch the Soul,” with more people around the world. Ever since its 

founding in 1938 as a speaker manufacturer, Pioneer has brought to market 

various revolutionary electronics products, and marked its 70th anniversary in 

January 2008.

We currently face an extremely challenging business environment. Pioneer is 

thus determined to make a concerted group-wide effort to achieve its newly 

established medium-term management targets so as to meet the expectations of 

all stakeholders.
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